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An Escalatory Game for Fools anc

By Matthew Hoh

curity Council (UNSC).
Here’s what I said:

Madam President, thank you for this
opportunity to speak here today.

As a way of introduction, I am a U.S.
Marine Corps combat veteran of the Iraq
War. In 2009, I was a political officer with
the U.S. State Department in Afghani-
stan. | resigned my position over the es-
calation of that war. I have been a direct
participant in the violence of war. I know
its moral wickedness, I know its intellec-
tual dishonesty, and that is why I sit here
today with a white poppy on my lapel to
remember and recognize all the victims
of war. It is my hope that sitting here to-
day I can represent those who do not very
often have a voice at this table.

I was last in this building as a Cub
Scout when I was 10 years old. That was
1983, the same year as the now well-
documented near-nuclear war between
the United States and the Soviet Union.
If not for the actions of one man that Sep-
tember, [ might not have had the opportu-
nity to grow up and live my life. None of
you would have either. May God bless the

continued on page 23 ...
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Israel’s
conscrentious
objectors

Standing on
the Shoulders
of Giants

By Ariel Gold

I lead, the Fellowship of Reconcili-
ation, was founded in August 1914
when a British Quaker and a German Lu-
theran shook hands at a railway station
in Cologne. With England on the cusp of
joining World War I, they pledged, “We
are one in Christ and can never be at war.”
After Germany sank the Lusitania in
May 1915, American public support for
joining the war swelled. But not everyone
got on board.

Political activist and theologian A.J.
Muste responded to his country’s gear-
ing up for war by becoming a pacifist. His
views resulted in him being forced out of

! ccording to legend, the organization

his pastoral position. Likewise, pacifist and
social reformer Jane Addams (who later
went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize) was
viciously criticized for calling the war “an
insane outburst.”

Despite the pro-war hysteria that coun-
tries use to justify their military endeavors,
conscientious objection remains a coura-
geous option for those committed to peace.
As the ongoing genocide of Palestinians
unfolds in front of the eyes of the world, a
couple of young Israelis are choosing this
brave, though unpopular, path.

“Slaughter cannot solve slaughter,”
18-year-old Israeli-American Tal Mitnick
said in December 2023 before receiving his
first 30-day prison sentence for refusing to
join Israel’s military.

The same week that Tal refused for the
third time and received a third term in prison,
he was joined by fellow teenager Sofia Orr.
“I reject participating in the violent policies
of oppression and apartheid that Israel has
imposed on the Palestinian people, espe-
cially now during the war,” she said.

It’s not the sentences Tal and Sofia are en-
during that make their actions exceptional.
They have options. In fact, 12% of con-
scripted Israelis get out of service through
notoriously easy-to-obtain mental health
exemptions. Instead of the 10-year terms
that Russian draft evaders face, even when

Israelis are sentenced for refusing, they re-
ceive consecutive sentences with breaks in
between to see if they have changed their
minds.

Tal and Sofia are not being held indefi-

nitely in overcrowded, abusive, deadly prison
facilities like incarcerated Palestinians from
Gaza and the West Bank. But, what Tal and
Sophia are doing is heroic and places them

continued on page 16 ...
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From the Editors

e are walking, one foot after the

“/ other for peace and planet, jus-
tice and democracy ... walking

the way legions of people have before us
when their government turned its back
and they had to go directly to the people.

This walk is similar, but also different.
We are not just protesting; we are walking
to explain to millions of Americans along
our route how Madmen Arsonists have
come to govern us; actually run our coun-
try—and what that means for peace, for
our planet, for justice and for democracy.

That same mob and their confederates
dictate U.S. policy on health care, educa-
tion, food, transportation and virtually
every sector of our lives—to the detri-
ment of 99% of us and the enrichment of
the remaining 1%.

The Earth and we, its creatures, have no
more time to simply decry injustices and
protest harms, as important as it is to do
that. We simply must attack the roots, not
just the branches; practice fire prevention,
not just firefighting.

That means we will continue to oppose
the damage and injustice corporations
and their madmen arsonists do, and we’re
also learning how to stop them from gov-
erning, stop them from incinerating what
is left of our peace, our planet, our jus-
tice and our democracy. We can do that
by ending corporations’ ability to lobby,
to buy elections, to write legislation or to
participate in any way in deciding what
life will be like!

These are some of what we will keep
foremost in our thoughts as we walk:

* To end to war, especially the looming
threat of nuclear war so that children may
grow up without the worry of nuclear Ar-
mageddon.

* In solidarity with the people of Gaza
who are determined to survive a brutal
genocide, and for West Bank Palestinians
living, resisting and dying for 75 years
under Israeli apartheid and occupation.

» For the jobs, food, shelter, medical
care and education every person deserves

» To provide, in person, a counterpoint
to the lies, deceptions and omissions fed
to the public by the corporate media

* Because we do not want or need an

economy based on making missiles, tanks,
cancer-causing depleted uranium weapons,
cluster bombs that continue to kill children
and others for generations, and nuclear
weapons, which threaten all life on earth.

e To save the oceans and the whales,
dolphins and sea creatures that we are in-
timately connected with.

* Because the greed for profits from
fossil fuels and wars is polluting and de-
stroying the very land, water and air we
need to survive

» With awareness that the land we walk
upon was stolen from those who lived
here for thousands of years before us

* To express solidarity with indigenous
Nations and the deep respect and love
they have for Mother Earth; living with
Her, not in domination of Her

* Because there must be another way,
because militarism and war will never be
the answer.

Ultimately, we are walking for people,
peace and life on this beautiful planet we
all call home. It is the only one we have.
There is no Planet B.

We are walking to celebrate the end
of simply protesting and reacting and
the beginning of governing ourselves
and running the show! THAT is why we
are walking 600 miles from Ogunquit,
Maine, to Washington, DC!

Come join us for a mile or a hundred.
Invite your friends, family and comrades
to walk with us. Meet us along the way
with a PB&J or an apple pie. Meet us in
Washington on July 5, 6,and 7 for a mas-
sive party and rally and then as we join
the No to NATO events that will be going
on in DC.

The PeaceWalk 2024 for Peace and
Planet, Justice and Democracy will be
memorable. For more information, visit
peacewalk2024.org.

—Mike Ferner

Mike Ferner was formerly the national
director of Veterans For Peace and a for-
mer member of Toledo City Council. He
is senior editor of Peace & Planet News
and the author of Inside the Red Zone: A
Veteran For Peace Reports from Iraq.
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Militarism Is a Form of Slavery

Communaity
psychologists
take notice

By Serdar M. Degirmencioglu

strange response observed in some

captive persons. The captive person
might begin to identify closely with his/
her captors, as well as with their agenda
and demands. Militarism involves a very
similar process but at a much larger scale:
Masses identify closely with the agenda
and demands of a very small but very
powerful interest group (or a regime) de-
spite the fact that this is totally against
their interest to do so. Unlike Stockholm
Syndrome, which emerges in the absence
of deliberate external factors, militarism
requires constant political promotion and
marketing starting in preschool.

Millions of people around the world
have suffered from militarism because it
is so pervasive. Still, many are not aware
of the extent of the influence of milita-
rism on their lives, even though the con-
sequences and the marketing are plain
to see. This huge crowd includes—sadly
enough—most mainstream psychologists.

One reason is the way history is taught.
Wars are portrayed as short-lived and ex-
traordinary moments in history, “neces-
sary” and “righteous.” That is why they
must be waged and waged efficiently. A
modern war is very much like a Broadway
performance, with a brilliant director and
a cast of skillful performers. It lasts for a

Stockholm Syndrome refers to a

short period of time and is fun to watch.
What happens backstage—all the suffer-
ing—is never visible and does not matter.
Many psychologists around the world
still believe that militarism works, espe-
cially in the United States, where people’s
mindset was shaped by propaganda dur-
ing World War II or by the fierce propa-
ganda campaigns of the Cold War. Now,
76 years after the end of WWII and some
30 years after the end of Cold War, there
is little left to believe in the official “good
war” narrative that whatever evil hap-
pened during the war is justified by the re-
lentless evil that exists around the world.
Evil is necessary to defeat the evil enemy,
to win the war or to end the war. Evil is
not part-and-parcel of the machinery that
is built and maintained to engage in war.
Today it is clear that the nuclear attacks
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were not nec-
essary to end WWII. They were unjustifi-
able nuclear massacres. The “moral thresh-
old” regarding such massacres had been
crossed with the napalm bombing of major
cities in Japan. The end of World War II
was not the beginning of an era dominated
by a devotion to peace. Instead, the defin-
ing mindset of the period was militarism
with no moral limits. Nuclear war was now
possible and more was on the way. The
prevailing belief among those who ruled
the United States was that a “total war”
(atomic, chemical, and biological warfare
combined) with the Soviet Union was in
the making. There was even a projected
start date: 1952. The United States had to
prepare for it.
For those who produced and believed
COﬂfi}’l%C"&l’ on nextpage .
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Slavery

... continued from previous page

it, the “total war” scenario justified ev-
erything. In her book Operation Paper-
clip, Annie Jacobsen describes how Nazi
scientists were identified, sought out and
then recruited by the U.S. government:

“The men profiled in this book were
not nominal Nazis. Eight of the 21 ...
each at some point worked side by side
with Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, or
Hermann Goring during the war. Fifteen
of the 21 were dedicated members of the
Nazi Party; 10 of them also joined the ul-
tra-violent, ultranationalistic Nazi Party
paramilitary squads, the SA (Sturmab-
teilung, or Storm Troopers) and the SS
(Schutzstaffel, or Protection Squadron);
two wore the Golden Party Badge, indi-
cating favor bestowed by the Fiihrer; one
was given an award of one million reichs-
marks for scientific achievement.”

“All of the men profiled in this book
are now dead. Enterprising achievers as
they were, just as the majority of them
won top military and science awards
when they served the Third Reich, so
it went that many of them won top U.S.
military and civilian awards serving the
United States. One had a U.S. govern-
ment building named after him, and, as
of 2013, two continue to have prestigious
national science prizes given annually in
their names.”

Operation Paperclip was a huge suc-
cess. Those who served Hitler’s “evil”
killing machine were imported to serve
the “righteous” killing machine. Hitler’s
heroes were transformed into heroes of
the “free world.”

After the Apollo 11 moon landing in
July 1969, columnist Drew Pearson wrote
in his column that von Braun had been a
member of the SS. But von Braun’s glory
had reached epic proportions, and Pear-
son’s article went relatively unnoticed.
Von Braun was an American hero. Citi-
zens all across the nation showered him
with praise, glory, and the confetti of
ticker-tape parades. After the Apollo
space program ended, von Braun moved
into the private sector. In his new life as a
defense contractor, he traveled the world
and met its leaders, including Indira Gan-
dhi, the Shah of Iran, and Crown Prince
Juan Carlos of Spain.

The year before he died, there was a
motion inside the Ford White House to
award Wernher von Braun the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom. The idea almost
passed until one of President Ford’s senior
advisers, David Gergen, famously wrote,
in a note passed to colleagues, “Sorry,
but I can’t support the idea of giving
[the] medal of freedom to [a] former Nazi
whose V-2 was fired into over 3000 Brit-
ish and Belgian cities. He has given valu-
able service to the United States since,
but frankly he has gotten as good as he
has given.” Von Braun was awarded the
Medal of Science instead.

The imports did not stop there. Mili-
tarism also justified the recruitment of
Nazi operatives. Klaus Barbie, the head
of Gestapo in Lyon—a.k.a the “Butcher of
Lyon”—was one of them. As a direct result

of that action, Klaus Barbie did not stand
trial in France in 1950; he spent 33 years
as a free man and a fugitive from justice.

In short, those guilty of crimes against
humanity were turned into “intelligence”
or “military” assets. Those who were in-
volved in turning Nazis into assets had no
moral dilemma or misgivings. The mili-
tary machine required a job to be done and
they carried out their jobs masterfully.

It is now clearer than ever that milita-
rism is morally bankrupt. It can justify
everything: Nuclear massacres, nuclear
weapons, hundreds of military bases
around the world, toppling regimes in
Guatemala, Chile, Grenada or any other
country for that matter. Add an unde-
clared war on Vietnam, Laos and Cam-
bodia. Add napalm and Agent Orange.
And no, it did not stop when the Cold War
ended. Militarism justified the invasion
of Iraq and of Afghanistan, black sites,
Guantanamo and so on. Militarism has

always served and justified injustice—at
home and away from home.

Militarism also produces an emotional
bias so strong that it amounts to a form
of emotional slavery. In 2014, I published
a book on how militarism benefits from
the promotion of martyrdom. In one of
the chapters, I describe a funeral where
the wife of the fallen soldier wore a t-
shirt with a slogan indicating her desire
to become a martyr. The ceremony was
held in the local schoolyard and the emo-
tional hysteria spread to others. Teen-
age boys shouted at the highest ranking
officer attending the ceremony: “Take
us, too!” That was the desired outcome.
The military machinery that had sent a
soldier to an unnecessary death was not
condemned. Instead, it was endorsed:
The wife expressed her willingness to
die. Boys from the local school expressed
their desire to serve as soldiers. Journal-
ists rushed to spread the hysteria across
the country. Militarism won, again.

Emotional slavery works in the United
States, too. Wars do not bring peace or se-
curity, but it is hard to condemn wars and
the military when a neighbor has a son in
Iraq, another a husband, and yet another a
dad who was disabled in some other war.
The bigger the military, the larger the
number of neighbors, teachers, coworkers
who are directly touched by a war. Milita-
rism is morally bankrupt, and it regularly

sends people to kill and to die, but Stock-
holm syndrome lingers on: Captives of
militarism identify with it: Instead of say-
ing “No more war!” or “Bring our troops
home!”, many people display ribbons and
say: “We support our troops!” in Iraq, Af-

time than that to focus on militarism and
be honest about the fact that psychology
should choose peace over militarism.

The COVID-19 pandemic forced psy-
chologists to recognize that the world is
faced with catastrophic conditions, such

N
In her book Operation Paperclip, Annie Jacobsen

describes how Nazi scientists were identified, sought

out and then recruited by the U.S. government.
-~

ghanistan or wherever they might be.
Militarism is morally bankrupt, but
it is very much alive in politics. The
“military-industrial complex” continues
to thrive on wars. In the absence of wars,
the “war money” would disappear. Mili-
tarism serves imperialism and its modern

imperial algorithms. Community Psy-
chologists should be aware of the emo-
tions that are associated with militarism
and the gimmicks the “military-industrial
complex” continues to produce such emo-
tions in the society. Mainstream psychol-
ogy in the United States keeps on failing
Ethics 101 and siding with militarism.
Community Psychologists should not do
the same. As the COVID-19 pandemic
raged on and the U.S. public was faced
with the insanity of the invasion of Af-
ghanistan, there was probably no better

as pandemics, climate change and loss
of biodiversity. It has also shown that
in a world full of inequalities, solidar-
ity plays an essential role. The pandemic
also confirmed long-standing arguments
that nuclear weapons, massive armies
and border walls do not make humans
more secure. The killing of George Floyd
forced psychologists to reckon with rac-
ism, discrimination and police violence.
Psychologists can only go forward by
grasping the causal links between eco-
nomic development, disappearing bio-
diversity, climate change and pandem-
ics. Psychologists must prioritize public
health over private interests and stop the
forces that cripple health services. Psy-
chologists must choose peace over milita-
rism: Militarism wastes funds that should
go to public health and puts the world in
danger. Psychologists must prioritize ad-
dressing racism and discrimination across
the world and in their own work settings,
organizations and structures.

Serdar M. Degirmencioglu is a writer
with a PhD in Philosophy. He is a pub-
lic scholar with a background in devel-
opmental and community psychology. He
has written or edited ground-breaking
books on children’s rights, militarism and
martyrdom, for-profit higher education,
and personal debt. He received the 2020
PsySR Josephine “Scout” Wollman Fuller
Award for his work on social justice for
children. He has served as president of
the European Community Psychology As-
sociation, and also of the Society for the
Study of Peace, Conflict, and Violence:
Peace Psychology and as a member of
the Steering Committee of Psychologists
for Social Responsibility.

By Meredith Bruskin
...after poet Aurora Levins Morales

| am grappling with death.

Some days are like living in a cave
hollow, muffled, hiding from light.
Other days a walk in the rain,

a tender wrap of memory.

But when the bombs fall

itis hard to hear the echo of my grief.

There is no child that is not mine

no salt | cannot taste and yet

while the ashes swirl in some other
place

| sit here , holding yours.

| Too, Come ‘Carrying my Dead’

What mark in the stone do

we make after all. What journey
begins in that odd release. Does
it matter finally, where we fall?

How strange it all is, every soul
buried, laced with stories.

A spider web

glistening in a cold morning sun.

Meredith Bruskin is a family nurse
practitioner living in Maine and the
author of “Between Sorrow and the
Rest of Qur Plans,” a chapbook inspired
by her years in nursing.

Peace & Planet News Spring 2024 peaceandplanetnews.org 3



U.S. Foreign Policy
Is a Scam Built
on Corruption

By Jeffrey D. Sachs

U.S. foreign policy seems to be utterly irrational. The
United States gets into one disastrous war after another—
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Ukraine, and Gaza. In
recent days, the United States stands globally isolated in
its support of Israel’s genocidal actions against the Pal-
estinians, voting against a U.N. General Assembly reso-
lution for a Gaza ceasefire backed by 153 countries with
89% of the world population, and opposed by just the
United States and nine small countries with less than 1%
of the world population.

In the past 20 years, every major U.S. foreign policy
objective has failed. The Taliban returned to power after
20 years of U.S. occupation of Afghanistan. Post-Sad-
dam Iraq became dependent on Iran. Syria’s President
Bashar al-Assad stayed in power despite a CIA effort to
overthrow him. Libya fell into a protracted civil war af-
ter a U.S.-led NATO mission overthrew Muammar Gad-
dafi. Ukraine was bludgeoned on the battlefield by Rus-
sia in 2023 after the United States secretly scuttled a
peace agreement between Russia and Ukraine in 2022.

Despite these remarkable and costly debacles, one
following the other, the same cast of characters has re-
mained at the helm of U.S. foreign policy for decades,
including Joe Biden, Victoria Nuland, Jake Sullivan,
Chuck Schumer, Mitch McConnell, and Hillary Clinton.

What gives?

The puzzle is solved by recognizing that American for-
eign policy is not at all about the interests of the Amer-
ican people. It is about the interests of the Washington
insiders, as they chase campaign contributions and lucra-

Ridersh
of the Night

By David Rothauser

| think we all agree by now

Uncle sam is the nameless, faceless plutocrats who
rule the world.

They are never held accountable,

They don't lobby,

They don’t campaign,

They never run for office,

They don't vote.

They are great with marionettes,

They love their children who we never see,

Their wives who we never hear

Trump is as close as we ever get to the plutocrats.

But he is a court jester,

He entertains every day and night,

He wears the chameleon faces of the american
dream.

He distracts us from the real kings of the chess
match

And when he makes the wrong move,

They will slit his silly throat....

The ghost riders of the night.

President's Proposed Discretionary Spending
(FY 2013)
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Transportation
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Government
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tive jobs for themselves, staff, and family members. In
short, U.S. foreign policy has been hacked by big money.

As a result, the American people are losing big. The
failed wars since 2000 have cost them around $5 tril-
lion in direct outlays, or around $40,000 per household.
Another $2 trillion or so will be spent in the coming de-
cades on veterans’ care. Beyond the costs directly in-
curred by Americans, we should also recognize the hor-
rendously high costs suffered abroad, in millions of lives
lost and trillions of dollars of destruction to property and
nature in the war zones.

The costs continue to mount. U.S. military-linked out-
lays in 2024 will come to around $1.5 trillion, or roughly
$12,000 per household, if we add the direct Pentagon
spending, the budgets of the CIA and other intelligence
agencies, the budget of the Veteran’s Administration,
the Department of Energy nuclear weapons program,
the State Department’s military-linked “foreign aid”
(such as to Israel), and other security-related budget
lines. Hundreds of billions of dollars are money down
the drain, squandered in useless wars, overseas mili-
tary bases, and a wholly unnecessary arms build-up that
brings the world closer to WWIII.

Yet to describe these gargantuan costs is also to ex-
plain the twisted “rationality” of U.S. foreign policy. The
$1.5 trillion in military outlays is the scam that keeps
on giving—to the military-industrial complex and the
Washington insiders—even as it impoverishes and en-
dangers America and the world.

To understand the foreign-policy scam, think of today’s
federal government as a multi-division racket controlled
by the highest bidders. The Wall Street division is run out
of the Treasury. The Health Industry division is run out
of the Department of Health and Human Services. The
Big Oil and Coal division is run out of the Departments
of Energy and Interior. And the Foreign Policy division is
run out of the White House, Pentagon and CIA.

Each division uses public power for private gain
through insider dealing, greased by corporate campaign
contributions and lobbying outlays. Interestingly, the
Health Industry division rivals the Foreign Policy divi-
sion as a remarkable financial scam. America’s health
outlays totaled an astounding $4.5 trillion in 2022, or
roughly $36,000 per household, by far the highest health
costs in the world, while America ranked roughly 40th
in the world among nations in life expectancy. A failed
health policy translates into very big bucks for the health
industry, just as a failed foreign policy translates into
mega-revenues of the military-industrial complex.

The Foreign Policy division is run by a small, secre-
tive and tight-knit coterie, including the top brass of the
White House, the CIA, the State Department, the Penta-
gon, the Armed Services Committees of the House and
Senate, and the major military firms including Boeing,
Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics, Northrop Grum-
man, and Raytheon. There are perhaps a thousand key
individuals involved in setting policy. The public interest
plays little role.

The key foreign policy makers run the operations of 800
U.S. overseas military bases, hundreds of billions of dol-

lars of military contracts, and the war operations where
the equipment is deployed. The more wars, of course, the
more business. The privatization of foreign policy has
been greatly amplified by the privatization of the war busi-
ness itself, as more and more “core” military functions are
handed out to the arms manufacturers and to contractors
such as Haliburton, Booz Allen Hamilton, and CACI.

In addition to the hundreds of billions of dollars of
military contracts, there are important business spill-
overs from the military and CIA operations. With mili-
tary bases in 80 countries around the world, and CIA
operations in many more, the United States plays a large,
though mostly covert role, in determining who rules in
those countries, and thereby on policies that shape lucra-
tive deals involving minerals, hydrocarbons, pipelines,
and farm and forest land. The United States has aimed to
overthrow at least 80 governments since 1947, typically
led by the CIA through the instigation of coups, assas-
sinations, insurrections, civil unrest, election tampering,
economic sanctions, and overt wars. (For a superb study
of U.S. regime-change operations from 1947 to 1989, see
Lindsey O’Rourke’s Covert Regime Change, 2018).

In addition to business interests, there are of course
ideologues who truly believe in America’s right to rule
the world. The ever-warmongering Kagan family is the
most famous case, though their financial interests are
also deeply intertwined with the war industry. The point
about ideology is this. The ideologists have been wrong
on nearly every occasion and long ago would have lost
their bully pulpits in Washington but for their usefulness
as warmongers. Wittingly or not, they serve as paid per-
formers for the military-industrial complex.

There is one persistent inconvenience for this ongo-
ing business scam. In theory, foreign policy is carried
out in the interest of the American people, though the
opposite is the truth. (A similar contradiction of course
applies to overpriced healthcare, government bailouts of

I
Despite these remarkable and

costly debacles, ... the same cast
of characters has remained at
the helm of U.S. foreign policy
for decades, including Joe
Biden, Victoria Nuland, Jake
Sullivan, Chuck Schumer, Miich

McConnell, and Hillary Clinton.
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Wall Street, oil-industry perks, and other scams). The
American people rarely support the machinations of U.S.
foreign policy when they occasionally hear the truth.
America’s wars are not waged by popular demand but by
decisions from on high. Special measures are needed to
keep the people away from decision making.

The first such measure is unrelenting propaganda.
George Orwell nailed it in 1984 when “the Party” sud-
denly switched the foreign enemy from Eurasia to East-
asia without a word of explanation. The United States
essentially does the same. Who is the U.S. gravest en-
emy? Take your pick, according to the season. Saddam
Hussein, the Taliban, Hugo Chavez, Bashar al-Assad,
ISIS, al-Qaeda, Gaddafi, Vladimir Putin, Hamas, have
all played the role of “Hitler” in U.S. propaganda. White
House spokesman John Kirby delivers the propaganda
with a smirk on his face, signaling that he too knows that
what he is saying is ludicrous, albeit mildly entertaining.

The propaganda is amplified by the Washington think
tanks that live off of donations by military contractors
and occasionally foreign governments that are part of
the U.S. scam operations. Think of the Atlantic Coun-
cil, CSIS, and of course the ever-popular Institute for the

continued on next page ...
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U.S. Foreign Policy

... continued from previous page
Study of War, brought to you by the major military con-
tractors.

The second is to hide the costs of the foreign policy
operations. In the 1960s, the U.S. government made the
mistake of forcing the American people to bear the costs
of the military-industrial complex by drafting young
people to fight in Vietnam and by raising taxes to pay for
the war. The public erupted in opposition.

From the 1970s onward the government has been far
more clever. The government ended the draft, and made
military service a job for hire rather than a public ser-
vice, backed by Pentagon outlays to recruit soldiers from
lower economic strata. It also abandoned the quaint idea
that government outlays should be funded by taxes, and
instead shifted the military budget to deficit spending
which protects it from popular opposition that would be
triggered if it were tax-funded.

It has also suckered client states such as Ukraine to
fight America’s wars on the ground, so that no Ameri-
can body bags would spoil the U.S. propaganda machine.
Needless to say, U.S. masters of war such as Sullivan,
Blinken, Nuland, Schumer, and McConnell remain thou-
sands of miles away from the frontlines. The dying is
reserved for Ukrainians. Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-
Conn.) defended American military aid to Ukraine as
money well spent because it is “without a single Ameri-

can service woman or man injured or lost,” somehow not
dawning on the good Senator to spare the lives of Ukrai-
nians, who have died by the hundreds of thousands in a
U.S.-provoked war over NATO enlargement.

This system is underpinned by the complete subordina-
tion of the U.S. Congress to the war business, to avoid any
questioning of the over-the-top Pentagon budgets and the
wars instigated by the Executive Branch. The subordina-
tion of Congress works as follows. First, the Congressio-
nal oversight of war and peace is largely assigned to the
House and Senate Armed Services Committees, which
largely frame the overall Congressional policy (and the
Pentagon budget). Second, the military industry (Boe-
ing, Raytheon, and the rest) funds the campaigns of the
Armed Services Committee members of both parties.
The military industries also spend vast sums on lobbying
in order to provide lucrative salaries to retiring members
of Congress, their staffs, and families, either directly in
military businesses or in Washington lobbying firms.

The hacking of Congressional foreign policy is not
only by the U.S. military-industrial complex. The Israel
lobby long ago mastered the art of buying the Congress.
America’s complicity in Israel’s apartheid state and war
crimes in Gaza makes no sense for U.S. national security
and diplomacy, not to speak of human decency. They are
the fruits of Israel lobby investments that reached $30
million in campaign contributions in 2022, and that will
vastly top that in 2024.

When Congress reassembles in January, Biden, Kirby,
Sullivan, Blinken, Nuland, Schumer, McConnell, Blu-

menthal and their ilk will tell us that we absolutely must
fund the losing, cruel, and deceitful war in Ukraine and
the ongoing massacre and ethnic cleansing in Gaza, lest
we and Europe and the free world, and perhaps the solar
system itself, succumb to the Russian bear, the Iranian
mullahs, and the Chinese Communist Party. The pur-
veyors of foreign policy disasters are not being irratio-
nal in this fear-mongering. They are being deceitful and
extraordinarily greedy, pursuing narrow interests over
those of the American people.

It is the urgent task of the American people to overhaul
a foreign policy that is so broken, corrupted, and deceitful
that it is burying the government in debt while pushing
the world closer to nuclear Armageddon. This overhaul
should start in 2024 by rejecting any more funding for the
disastrous Ukraine War and Israel’s war crimes in Gaza.
Peacemaking, and diplomacy, not military spending, is
the path to a U.S. foreign policy in the public interest.

Originally published by Common Dreams.

Jeffrey D. Sachs is an economist and public policy an-
alyst, professor at Columbia University, where he was
Jormer director of The Earth Institute. He is known for
his work on sustainable development, economic develop-
ment, and the fight to end poverty. He is Director of the
Center for Sustainable Development at Columbia Univer-
sity and President of the U.N. Sustainable Development
Solutions Network. He is an SDG Advocate for United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on the Sus-
tainable Development Goals. From 2001 to 2018, Sachs
was Special Advisor to the U.N. Secretary General.

Persons and Constitutional Rights

By Move to Amend National Team

The Supreme Court heard arguments in March about
whether Donald Trump should be disqualified from
serving as president under the 14th Amendment.

At issue is whether Trump’s (in)actions on January
6, 2021, should prohibit him from becoming President
again based on the text in Article 3 asserting that any
officer of the United States who has previously taken an
oath to uphold the Constitution should be disqualified if
they “have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.”

While legal scholars disagree whether the 14th Amend-
ment applies to Trump, can the same be said about
whether any part of the 14th Amendment should disqual-
ify a corporation from being a constitutional person?

clearly intended to apply exclusively to human persons.

Corporations are not mentioned in the Constitution.
For the first 100 plus years of our history, corporations
had no constitutional rights, only “privileges” strictly
granted by the government.

Yet, the controversial takeaway of the 1886 Santa
Clara vs Southern Pacific Railroad Supreme Court case
was that Section 1 of the 14th Amendment provided
corporate entities with equal protection constitutional
rights, despite the Supreme Court not actually making
that decision.

Corporations Hijacked the 14th Amendment

Santa Clara became the fraudulent “precedent” or
cover for Minnesota & St. Louis Ry. Co. v. Beckwith

|
Corporate constitutional rights represent corporate

coups, constitutional insurrections led by black-robed

Supreme Court members (a large percentage of whom have been

corporate attorneys) wielding made-up legal decisions for more

than a century that have preempted our ability to protect

the health, safety and welfare of people, communities

and the natural world.
1

Article 1 of the 14th Amendment states:

“All persons born or naturalized in the United States,
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein they reside...nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or prop-
erty, without due process of law; nor deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”

“Persons” clearly refers to human beings. The 14th
Amendment was meant to protect previously enslaved hu-
man beings. “Due process” and “equal protection” were

three years later, declaring that corporations had equal
protection and due process constitutional rights.

It also set a precedent for all subsequent Supreme
Court decisions right up to the present for the grant-
ing of corporations constitutional rights (aka “corporate
personhood”).

Corporate constitutional rights represent corporate
coups, constitutional insurrections led by black-robed
Supreme Court members (a large percentage of whom
have been corporate attorneys) wielding made-up legal
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decisions for more than a century that have preempted
our ability to protect the health, safety and welfare of
people, communities and the natural world. The Su-
premes have a long history of affirming property/corpo-
rate rights over human rights.

This is precisely why the Supreme Court is disquali-
fied to be considered to end corporate personhood.

It’s up to us to end-run the Supreme Court by enacting
the We the People Amendment (HJR54).

Each and every single one of us has first-hand experi-
ence living in a society in which virtually every realm
(i.e. health care, education, media, employment, trans-
portation, energy, food, housing, etc.) is dominated by
corporations. Our right as self-governing individuals is
enough to qualify us collectively to rule on the role of
corporate entities.

Working to pass the We the People Amendment from
the bottom up is the democratic means to achieve the
ending of corporate rule.

In solidarity,

Ambrosia, Shelly, George, Daniel, Margaret, Michael,
Jessica, Katie, Keyan, Cole, Jason, Kelsey, Alfonso,
Jennie, Tara & Greg

The Move to Amend National Team

Move to Amend is a coalition of hundreds of orga-
nizations and hundreds of thousands of individuals
committed to social, environmental and economic jus-
tice, ending corporate rule, and building a vibrant de-
mocracy that is genuinely accountable to the people,
not corporate interests. For more information, visit
movetoamend.org.
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The Pentagon Is the Elephant
in the Climate Activist Room

By Melissa Garriga and Tim Biondo

ith nearly 10,000 people expected
Wto take to the streets of New York

City on September 17 for the
March to End Fossil Fuels, the climate
justice movement seems more organized
than ever. But there’s a big elephant in the
room, and it has the Pentagon written all
over it.

The U.S. military is the world’s larg-
est institutional oil consumer. It causes
more greenhouse gas emissions than 140
nations and accounts for about one-third
of America’s total fossil fuel consump-
tion. The Department of Defense (DoD)
also uses huge amounts of natural gas and
coal, as well as nuclear power plants at its
bases around the country. How can we de-
mand the United States be part of a move-
ment that aims to end the use of fossil fu-
els and protect our planet when their own
institution is wreaking havoc without ac-
countability? The answer: you can’t.

As long as we ignore the Pentagon’s
role in perpetuating climate change, our
fight to protect the planet is incomplete.
We also risk undermining our own effec-
tiveness by not taking into account how
the nearly trillion-dollar military budget
takes away from people’s access to re-
sources that not only affect their capacity
to fight for climate justice but also to live
under extreme economic inequality.

We must divert spending away from
military base occupation and war and into
climate crisis aversion. Or else.

While U.S. officials want the consumer
public to be responsible for their personal
carbon footprint, such as making motor-
ists switch to electric vehicles or banning
incandescent light bulbs they are avoiding
responsibility for the large carbon “boot-
print” the military is leaving across the
globe. From burn pits in Iraq, or the use of
depleted uranium and cluster munitions
in Ukraine, to the ever-expanding list of

domestic and overseas military bases—
the United States military is not only de-
stroying its own country but devastating
indigenous communities and sovereign
nations through extreme environmental
degradation.

According to the Environmental Work-
ing Group, “more than 700 military in-
stallations are likely contaminated with
the “forever chemicals” known as PFAS.”
But the problem goes far beyond drinking
water. In Japan, the indigenous Ryukyuan
is pushing back against yet another mili-
tary base being built on the island of Oki-
nawa. The new base is a major threat to
the fragile ecosystem the Ryukyuans
work hard to maintain. The damage to
their marine ecosystem of course coin-
cides with the poisoning of their drinking

first 12 months of the war.” They explained
how those measures are “equivalent to the
annual emissions of Belgium, or those
produced by nearly 27 million gas-pow-
ered cars on the road for a year.” The dam-
age doesn’t end there. The war in Ukraine
has compromised pipelines and methane
leaks; attributed to dead dolphins and ma-
rine harm; caused deforestation, farmland
destruction, and water contamination; as
well as the increase in production of dirty
energy like coal. It also carries the immi-
nent threat of radiation leaks and nuclear
catastrophe. The continuation of this war
is the continuation of ecocide. We must do
what we can to end it now and without fur-
ther death and destruction.

The United States is not only fueling the
current climate crisis but it is also fund-

N
From burn pits in Iraq, or the use of depleted

uranium and cluster munitions in Ukraine, to

the ever-expanding list of domestic and overseas

military bases—the United States military is not

only destroying its own country but devastating

indigenous communities and sovereign nations

through extreme environmental degradation.
-

water—a fight both Hawaii and Guam are
all too familiar with.

All of these contributing factors of cli-
mate destruction are happening in “con-
flict-free” zones, but what impact does the
U.S. military have on active warzones?
Well, take a look at the Russian/Ukraine
war—a war that the U.S. is helping to sus-
tain to the tune of over a hundred billion
dollars. CNN recently reported that “a to-
tal of 120 million metric tons of planet-
heating pollution can be attributed to the

ing it at our expense and peril. The Pen-
tagon uses up 64% of our government’s
discretionary spending (which includes
things like education and healthcare). We
are spending our money that could fund
social programs into the continuation of
climate disaster.

Ordinary Americans, especially Black,
Brown and poor communities, are forced
to pay for endless war and environmental
degradation through higher taxes, fees,
and utility bills. Climate change is a threat

by Ellen Davidson

to national security, with the potential to
affect global stability and the ability of
governments to provide essential services.
Who remembers Vice President Kamala
Harris ominous quote, “For years there
were wars fought over oil; in a short time
there will be wars fought over water.”

The Pentagon’s core mission is to pre-
pare for potential attacks by human ad-
versaries, but none of the United States’
“adversaries”—Russia, Iran, China
and North Korea—are certain to attack
the United States. Nor is a large stand-
ing military the only way to reduce the
threats these alleged adversaries pose
who all have much smaller militaries in
comparison. “As the government tries to
scare Americans over these hypotheti-
cal “threats,” they refuse to address the
real danger communities across the world
face every day due to climate change.”

“It’s simple—to defend earth we must
end war and we must end it now.”

The climate crisis is here now with real
consequences. In the United States, cli-
mate change is already contributing to
drought and wildfires in California, Ha-
waii, and Louisiana. Sea level rise threat-
ens coastal communities and rising tem-
peratures are likely to increase civil unrest
and contribute to more job-related deaths.

We have to act now by pushing peace
and cooperation around the globe. We
must divert spending away from military
base occupation and war and into climate
crisis aversion. Or else.

We need a climate justice platform
that calls for an end to wars abroad and
at home. We need to permanently end the
war on terror, which has cost trillions of
dollars, killed millions of people, and cre-
ated an endless cycle of violence and in-
stability around the world.

We need to stop spending billions on
weapons systems designed to fight imagi-
nary enemies. Instead we should use that
money for domestic priorities like health
care, education, and infrastructure projects.

We need to work side by side with all
nations to address climate issues. This in-
cludes those we have deemed as enemies
as well as the Global South—who are
bearing the brunt of the climate crisis.

We need to make sure that our tax dol-
lars are being spent on the things that mat-
ter most to us—and that means an end to
endless war and environmental degrada-
tion. We need a Green New Deal which re-
directs federal funds from military spend-
ing towards domestic priorities like health
care, education, and infrastructure projects.

When it comes to the fight for climate
justice, the Pentagon is the elephant in the
room. We can’t keep ignoring its enor-
mous “bootprint.” It’s simple—to defend
earth we must end war and we must end
it now. Peace is no longer something that
should be looked at as an utopian idea—it
is a necessity. Our survival depends on it.

Melissa Garriga is the communications
and media analysis manager for CODE-
PINK Women for Peace. She writes about
the intersection of militarism and the hu-
man cost of war. Tim Biondo is the digi-
tal communications manager for CODE-
PINK Women for Peace. They hold a
bachelor’s degree in Peace Studies from
George Washington University.
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Invest in Communities, Not Violence

From the National Priorities Project/
Institute For Policy Studies

clung to a budget that prioritizes war,

deportations and detentions, and po-
licing at the expense of human needs. It’s
time to reinvest these taxpayer dollars
into real human needs—healthcare, edu-
cation, housing, and a just energy transi-
tion to name a few. Here’s how legislators
have splurged on militarism, and what
could happen if those funds instead ben-
efited people and communities.

In FY 2023, out of a $1.8 trillion fed-
eral discretionary budget, $1.1 trillion, or
62%, was for militarized programs, in-
cluding war and the military, deportations
and detentions, and prisons and policing.

Less than $2 out of every $5 in federal
discretionary spending was available to
fund positive investments in people and
communities.

The U.S. spent $16 on the military and
war for every $1 that was spent on diplo-
macy and humanitarian foreign aid.

The United States spent $51.1 billion
for homeland security, half of which goes
to the agencies responsible for detentions
and deportations, Immigrations and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE, $8.8 billion) and
Customs and Border Protection (CBP,
$17.4 billion). This is nearly triple the
spending for substance abuse and mental
health programs.

The U.S. federal budget allocated twice
as much for federal law enforcement,
which includes federal prisons, the FBI
and other law enforcement agencies ($31
billion), as for child care and early child-
hood education programs ($15 billion).

Since 2001, the United States has added
$2 to the discretionary budget for milita-
rism for every $1 added to invest in com-
munities.

In the two decades following 9/11, the
United States spent $21 trillion on foreign
and domestic militarism.

Over those 20 years $16 trillion went to
the Pentagon and more than half of that,
$7.2 trillion, went to Pentagon contractors.

For far too long, the United States has

In its first 20 years, spending on the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
reached $1.4 trillion. Of that, about one-
third, $442 billion, went to ICE and CBP.

In the span of 20 years, spending on
ICE and CBP more than doubled, from
$12 billion in FY 2002 to more than $25
billion in FY 2021, adjusted for inflation.

Federal prison funding has increased
by more than 11 times since 1976, explod-
ing from $901 million in 1976 to $10 bil-
lion in 2021, adjusted for inflation. The
number of people incarcerated in federal
prisons increased ninefold, from 24,000
in 1980 to more than 219,000 by 2013.

The post-9/11 wars have contributed to
4.5 million deaths, including thousands of
U.S. troops and civilian contractors, and
the displacement of 38 million people.

More than 5 million people have been
deported since the founding of DHS.
There have been at least 287 fatal encoun-
ters with CBP since 2010.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of

immigrants are locked up in over 200 ICE
detention centers, where they often face
abusive conditions while they await de-
termination of their immigration status.

In 2022, police killed 1,239 people—
more than 3 people per day.

There are 1.9 million people currently
incarcerated in the U.S.

A $100 billion annual cut to military
spending could have gone toward:

* 10 times as many households receiv-
ing public housing (10.39 million), or

* More than 1 in 3 children aged 0-5
going to Head Start (7.81 million), or

* Nearly 1 in 3 veterans receiving med-
ical care (5.88 million), or

* More than 7 in 10 uninsured adults
receiving health care (20.24 million), or

* Solar power for every household in
the U.S. (131.2 million), with billions of
dollars to spare.

For the nearly $26 billion that ICE and
CBP received in 2023, we could hire
230,000 registered nurses to address

shortages, provide early childhood educa-
tion for more than half a million kids, or
build solar farms to power more than half
the nation’s households.

Over the long term, reinvesting in hu-
man needs over militarism could be
transformative. For far less than the $21
trillion spent on militarism in the 20 years
after 9/11, the U.S. could allocate enough
funds to do ALL of the following:

* $4.5 trillion to fully decarbonize the
U.S. electric grid

* $2.3 trillion to create 5 million jobs
at $15 per hour with benefits and cost-of-
living adjustments for 10 years

* $1.7 trillion to erase student debt

* $449 billion to continue the extended
Child Tax Credit for another 10 years

+ $200 billion to guarantee free pre-
school for every 3- and 4-year-old for 10
years, and raise teacher pay

The Institute For Policy Studies is a pro-
gressive organization dedicated to building
a more equitable, ecologically sustainable,
and peaceful society. In partnership with
dynamic social movements, we turn trans-
formative policy ideas into action.

by Caitlin Johnstone

Pointing pistols as the man burns,
as Gaza burns,

as civilization burns,

as the planet burns.

| don’t need guns

| need fire extinguishers.

Raytheon racketeers and Pentagon

pimps

swollen fat from the blood of unnamed
victims

glossed over in headlines by The New
York Times

while National Guard troops patrol the
New York subways

and babies with legs like toothpicks fill
our screens.

Pouring arms into Israel

while humanitarian-LARPing aid
airdrops.

| Don't Need Guns

Waving around armageddon weapons

while accusing peacemongers of
treason.

Well sure I'd ask for seconds mister
president sir,

but see | don’t need guns

| need fire extinguishers.

| need someone to put some fat back on
those babies.

| need someone to get the plastic out of
the oceans.

| need the bombs to stop and the siege
to lift

and a healthy planet for the kids to play
in.

| need kids to stop getting their limbs
blown off

so they can run and play in that healthy
world.

Can you drone strike me a thriving
biosphere?

Can you ICBM those Gazans some food?

Can you extinguish this fire with your
weapons and wars?

No?

Then get outta the way man.

We don’t need guns

we need fire extinguishers.

“Free Palestine,” the man on fire said.

“FREE PALESTINE!"” he screamed.

And then the cops showed up with their
guns and their bullets,

because of course they fucking did.

And Gaza still burns,

and the world still burns,

and our eyes still burn,

and our lungs still burn,

and our hearts still burn,

and our rage still burns,

and they promise us the burning will
stop

if we just add in a few more guns.

We don’t need guns you stupid cop.
We need this burning world to heal.
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Aaron Bushnell’s Divine Violence

By Chris Hedges

ground to set up a livestream and lit himself on fire
in front of the Israeli Embassy in Washington D.C.,
resulting in his death, pitted divine violence against radi-
cal evil. As an active duty member of the U.S. Air Force,
he was part of the vast machinery that sustains the ongoing
genocide in Gaza, no less morally culpable than the Ger-
man soldiers, technocrats, engineers, scientists and bureau-
crats who oiled the apparatus of the Nazi Holocaust. This
was a role he could no longer accept. He died for our sins.
“I will no longer be complicit in genocide,” he said
calmly in his video as he walked to the gate of the embassy.
“I am about to engage in an extreme act of protest. But
compared to what people have been experiencing in Pales-
tine at the hands of their colonizers, it’s not extreme at all.
This is what our ruling class has decided will be normal.”
Young men and women sign up for the military for
many reasons, but starving, bombing and killing women
and children is usually not amongst them. Shouldn’t, in

! aron Bushnell, when he placed his cell phone on the

. Divine Violence by Mr. Fish

1991 to protect the Kurds following the first Gulf War.
The suffering of the Kurds was extensive, but dwarfed by
the genocide in Gaza. A no-fly zone for the Iraqi air force
was imposed. The Iraqi military was pushed out of the
northern Kurdish areas. Humanitarian aid saved Kurds
from starvation, infectious diseases and death from ex-
posure. But that was another time, another war. Geno-
cide is evil when it is carried out by our enemies. It is
defended and sustained when carried out by our allies.

Walter Benjamin—whose friends Fritz Heinle and Rika
Seligson committed suicide in 1914 to protest German mil-
itarism and the First World War—in his essay “Critique of
Violence,” examines acts of violence undertaken by indi-
viduals who confront radical evil. Any act that defies radi-
cal evil breaks the law in the name of justice. It affirms the
sovereignty and dignity of the individual. It condemns the
coercive violence of the state. It entails a willingness to die.
Benjamin called these extreme acts of resistance “divine
violence.” “Only for the sake of the hopeless ones have we
been given hope,” Benjamin writes.

Bushnell’s self-immolation—one most social media

.
One day, if the corporate state and apartheid state of Israel are
dismantled, the street where Bushnell lit himself on fire will bear his

name. He will, like Palach, be honored for his moral courage.
[ e

a just world, the U.S. fleet break the Israeli blockade of
Gaza to provide food, shelter and medicine? Shouldn’t
U.S. warplanes impose a no fly zone over Gaza to halt
the saturation bombing? Shouldn’t Israel be issued an ul-
timatum to withdraw its forces from Gaza? Shouldn’t the
weapons shipments, billions in military aid and intelli-
gence provided to Israel, be halted? Shouldn’t those who
commit genocide, as well as those who support geno-
cide, be held accountable?

These simple questions are the ones Bushnell’s death
forces us to confront.

“Many of us like to ask ourselves,” he posted shortly
before his suicide, ““What would I do if I was alive dur-
ing slavery? Or the Jim Crow South? Or apartheid? What
would I do if my country was committing genocide?’
The answer is, you're doing it. Right now.”

The coalition forces intervened in northern Iraq in

posts and news organizations have heavily censored—is
the point. It is meant to be seen. Bushnell extinguished
his life in the same way thousands of Palestinians, in-
cluding children, have been extinguished. We could
watch him burn to death. This is what it looks like. This
is what happens to Palestinians because of us.

The image of Bushnell’s self-immolation, like that
of the Buddhist monk Thich Quang Ptic in Vietnam in
1963 or Mohamed Bouazizi, a young fruit seller in Tu-
nisia, in 2010, is a potent political message. It jolts the
viewer out of somnolence. It forces the viewer to ques-
tion assumptions. It begs the viewer to act. It is politi-
cal theater, or perhaps religious ritual, in its most potent
form. Buddhist monk, Thich Nhat Hanh said of self-im-
molation: “To express will by burning oneself, therefore,
is not to commit an act of destruction but to perform an
act of construction, that is, to suffer and to die for the

sake of one’s people.”

Mohamed Bouazizi—Wikipedia

If Bushnell was willing to die, repeatedly shouting out
“Free Palestine!” as he burned, then something must be
terribly, terribly wrong.

These individual self-sacrifices often become rallying
points for mass opposition. They can ignite, as they did
in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain and Syria, rev-
olutionary upheavals. Bouazizi, who was incensed that
local authorities had confiscated his scales and produce,
did not intend to start a revolution. But the petty and hu-
miliating injustices he endured under the corrupt Ben
Ali regime resonated with an abused public. If he could
die, they could take to the streets.

These acts are sacrificial births. They presage some-
thing new. They are the complete rejection, in its most
dramatic form, of conventions and reigning systems of
power. They are designed to be horrific. They are meant
to shock. Burning to death is one of the most dreaded
ways to die.

Self-immolation comes from the Latin stem immolare,
to sprinkle with salted flour when offering up a conse-
crated victim for sacrifice. Self-immolations, like Bush-
nell’s, link the sacred and the profane through the me-
dium of sacrificial death.

But to go to this extreme requires what the theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr calls “a sublime madness in the soul.”
He notes that “nothing but such madness will do battle
with malignant power and spiritual wickedness in high
places.” This madness is dangerous, but it is necessary
when confronting radical evil because without it “truth is
obscured.” Liberalism, Niebuhr warns, “lacks the spirit of
enthusiasm, not to say fanaticism, which is so necessary to
move the world out of its beaten tracks. It is too intellectual
and too little emotional to be an efficient force in history.”

This extreme protest, this “sublime madness,” has
been a potent weapon in the hands of the oppressed
throughout history.

The some 160 self-immolations in Tibet since 2009 to
protest Chinese occupation are perceived as religious rites,
acts that declare the independence of the victims from the
control of the state. Self-immolation calls us to a different
way of being. These sacrificial victims become martyrs.

Communities of resistance, even if they are secular,
are bound together by the sacrifices of martyrs. Only
apostates betray their memory. The martyr, through his
or her example of self-sacrifice, weakens and severs the
bonds and the coercive power of the state. The martyr
represents a total rejection of the status quo. This is why
all states seek to discredit the martyr or turn the martyr
into a nonperson. They know and fear the power of the
martyr, even in death.

Daniel Ellsberg in 1965 witnessed a 32-year-old anti-
war activist, Norman Morrison, douse himself with ker-
osene and light himself on fire—the flames shot 10 feet
into the air—outside the office of Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara at The Pentagon, to protest the Viet-
nam War. Ellsberg cited the self-immolation, along with
the nationwide anti-war protests, as one of the factors
that led him to release the Pentagon Papers.

The radical Catholic priest, Daniel Berrigan, after
traveling to North Vietnam with a peace delegation dur-
ing the war, visited the hospital room of Ronald Brazee.
Brazee was a high school student who had drenched
himself with kerosene and immolated himself outside
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in down-
town Syracuse, New York to protest the war.

“He was still living a month later,” Berrigan writes.
“I was able to gain access to him. I smelled the odor of
burning flesh and I understood anew what I had seen
in North Vietnam. The boy was dying in torment, his
body like a great piece of meat cast upon a grill. He died
shortly thereafter. I felt that my senses had been invaded
in a new way. | had understood the power of death in the
modern world. I knew I must speak and act against death
because this boy’s death was being multiplied a thou-
sandfold in the Land of Burning Children. So I went to

continued on next page ...

8 peaceandplanetnews.org Peace & Planet News Spring 2024



Dear Techno Savages, Leave Us Alone

By Koohan Paik-Mander

forged in economies of algorithms and war, you nu-

clear monsters who anger at the beauty of flesh and
Mother Earth, I come from the ancestors of abundance
and the descendants of the future. I ask you techno-
savages to leave us alone. You and your disruptions are
not welcome among us. We don’t want chip-implants in
our brains. We don’t want to move to Mars. You are alien
to our embodied existence. We are of the Earth.

No formal government represents us, so I address you
with no greater authority than that with which wilder-
ness always speaks. We are proud members of the an-
cient tribe, joyous in its unenclosed riot of spontaneous
diversity. I hereby declare that the exquisite ecologies of
Nature, of which we are a part, be independent of the ty-
rannical disruption you seek to impose on us. You have
no moral right to rule us through ideology or algorithmic
pseudo-science nor do you possess any methods of en-
forcement we have true reason to fear.

You have neither solicited nor received our free and in-
formed consent. Your User Agreements are cryptic shams
of extortion, within which gangsters have hidden dead

Barbarians of the Eurocene, whose shackles are

bodies. Your transactional mind does not know our rela-
tional way of being with each other and with Nature. Your
insolent topologies flout the very currency of the natural
world—those boundaries of time and space, geographies
and seasons, ebb and flow, systole and diastole, and carry-
ing capacity. You are a cancerous rib pulled from capital-
ism’s side, ceaselessly demanding unending growth, as if
metasticization were a good thing. Artificial intelligence
will never affirm life, no matter how many 3-D facsimi-
les it prints. Your singular motive is profit. Your reductive
logic is an insult and a danger to Life itself.

You have never engaged in our great nuanced lan-
guages, yet you profit from the extraction of our wealth—
ore, minerals, human bodies and oil—and the enclosure
of Earth, moon, and genomes. Now, you dare to stake
claim on our self-determination. You will never succeed,
as long as our existence and relationships remain in the
embodied world. You cannot digitize and monetize our
agency. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the
unwritten codes that provide more order than could ever
be obtained by any of your disruptions.

Digital technologies are capitalism’s greatest “triumph.”
Trillions of algorithms work ceaselessly 24/7 to buy and
sell on world stock markets, to secure deals to cut down

Earth Goddess Returns to Bloom at Atlanta Botanical Garden. Photo: Secret Atlanta

Aaron Bushnell

... continued from previous page
Catonsville because I had gone to Hanoi.”

In Catonsville, Maryland Berrigan and eight other
activists, known as the Catonsville Nine, broke into a
draft board on May 17, 1968. They took 378 draft files
and burned them with homemade napalm in the parking
lot. Berrigan was sentenced to three years in a federal
prison.I was in Prague in 1989 for the Velvet Revolution.
I attended the commemoration of the self-immolation
of a 20-year-old university student named Jan Palach.
Palach had stood on the steps outside the National The-
ater in Wenceslas Square in 1969, poured petrol over
himself and lit himself on fire. He died of his wounds
three days later. He left behind a note saying that this
act was the only way left to protest the Soviet invasion
of Czechoslovakia, which had taken place five months
earlier. His funeral procession was broken up by police.
When frequent candlelit vigils were held at his grave at
Olsany cemetery, the communist authorities, determined
to stamp out his memory, disinterred his body, cremated
it and handed the ashes to his mother.

During the winter of 1989, posters with Palach’s face
covered the walls of Prague. His death, two decades ear-

lier, was lionized as the supreme act of resistance against
the Soviets and pro-Soviet regime installed after the
overthrow of Alexander Dubcek. Thousands of people
marched to the Square of Red Army Soldiers and re-
named it Jan Palach Square. He won.

One day, if the corporate state and apartheid state of
Israel are dismantled, the street where Bushnell lit him-
self on fire will bear his name. He will, like Palach, be
honored for his moral courage. Palestinians, betrayed by
most of the world, already look to him as a hero. Because
of him, it will be impossible to demonize all of us.

Divine violence terrifies a corrupt and discredited rul-
ing class. It exposes their depravity. It illustrates that not
everyone is paralyzed by fear. It is a siren call to battle
radical evil. That is what Bushnell intended. His sacri-
fice speaks to our better selves.

Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist,
Presbyterian minister, author, and television host. His
books include America: The Farewell Tour; American
Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on America,
War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning, and Wages of
Rebellion: The Moral Imperative of Revolt. He previ-
ously worked overseas for the Dallas Morning News,
the Christian Science Monitor, and NPR, and hosted the
Emmy-nominated RT America show On Contact.

forests, extract commodities on all continents and seabeds,
to set up factory farms, and to displace traditional sustain-
able communities, which have survived for millennia pre-
cisely because of their respect for cycles and geographies.

And still, you endlessly claim to be the provider of “solu-
tions”! You use this assertion to lure us into your precincts.
You invent problems that don’t exist. Stop! We cannot ac-
cept the ravaging of the Earth and human civilization that
you present as “solutions.” You are the problem.

Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs,
we will identify them and address them by our means.
We have our own Social Contract. This governance will
arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours.

Ours is a world that values the interconnectedness of
all beings. Priority is given to mutual support, human
scale of space, Nature’s scale of time, body joy, diversity
of contexts, and sustaining our vital relationship to all
forms of life—past, present, and future. This is the path
to real, lasting wealth, but it is invisible to you.

We are humanity of all ages, on a continuum of all
genders, and in a plurality of all shades, like those of the
Earth, from the dark hues of rich humus to iron-rich red
clay to the chalky Dover cliffs—and everything in-be-
tween. There are no disabilities. Every person is a song.

Out of wisdom will emerge post-capitalist gover-
nance, just as it spontaneously sprang in Zuccotti Park,
atop Mauna Kea, on urban farms, and in other places
where people are valued over profit. Our embodied con-
nection to place is a sacred one.

Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity,
movement, and context do not apply to us. They are all
based on coercion, manipulation, deception, extraction
and accelerating inequity—all cruel ruses that have been
imposed for the last 500 years in a multitude of forms:
colonialism, capitalism, and militarism, now culminat-
ing as insidious techno-feudalism.

Now, you target us as the next wave of raw material!
You wring your greedy hands, with reveries of extracting
all the data in the world and more, to fill your large-lan-
guage maw. You dream of replacing forests and farmlands
with endless computer gulags and nuclear reactors to pro-
cess your data hoards. You plot to channel infinite compu-
tations into glorious palaces, prisons and genocides.

But you are powerless over the mortal coil that inspires
in you loathing and disgust.

You are terrified of your own children, for they are re-
minders of the apocalyptic loan you over-borrowed against
their future. Because you fear their reality, you work des-
perately to devote your brief time on Earth to a fool’s
search for a way to ship humanity to Mars. You’re a joke.

By contrast, what great fortune to be born into this em-
bodied world! Imagine, to share an existence with mito-
chondria of a nudibranch, lenticular clouds, slender-toed
geckos, and all the sentiments and expressions imaginable in
an awe-inspiring intricate web of life! We honor her seasons,
the wane and wax of the moon, the ebb and flow of tides,
sunrise and sunset, and countless other rthythms. Sacred cy-
cles and places are our scripture, instructing when and how
to plant, to fish, to harvest, to give birth, to bury one’s dead.
But your new technologies erase, in one fell swoop, these an-
cient guideposts, to the peril of a livable future.

Your increasingly hostile and colonial measures place
us in the same predicament as all those who have also
struggled historically for liberation. We must declare
ourselves immune to your delusions of omnipotence.
You cannot algorithm us into silence and conformity.

Our small communities are spread across the Planet, de-
termined to dismantle capitalism and return to joy, love,
beauty, and wonder, connecting with nature, our bodies, and
each other. It has happened before, and it shall happen again.

Koohan Paik-Mander is on the boards of World BE-
YOND War and the Global Network Against Weapons
and Nuclear Power in Space. She is also on the advisory
committee of the Global Just Transition project at For-
eign Policy in Focus and part of the CODEPINK working
group “China is Not Our Enemy.” She is co-author of The
Superferry Chronicles: Hawaii’s Uprising Against Milita-
rism, Commercialism and the Desecration of the Earth.
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For the U.S.
Establishment,
Violence Is the
Answer

By Williaam J. Astore

College and university campuses across the USA are
increasingly the sites of violence, but that violence is
largely being committed by police units called in to dis-
perse and arrest protesters. The police, I assume, are, as
they say, just following orders. The question is: Who’s
giving those orders? And the answer most often seems to
be senior administrators at those colleges and universi-
ties. Welcome to your education in liberal values!

Police do what they’re trained to do, just as soldiers
do what they’re trained to do. Soldiers aren’t freedom-
bringers and diplomats: they are trained in the use of
deadly force under the most violent of conditions. Police
aren’t educators and negotiators: they are also trained in
the use of suppressive force under violent conditions.

On campuses across America, police have done what
police are armed and trained to do here. They break out
their riot gear, their sniper rifles, their armored cars, their
tools of behavior modification (e.g. cuffs, Tasers, trun-
cheons, rubber bullets, tear gas and pepper spray), and
they go to work. They literally kick ass and take names
(and mug shots, fingerprints, and so on).

Police are here to protect and to serve, so we’re told. But

University of Texas police officers arrest a man at a pro-Palestinian protest on campus, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas.
Photo: Jay Janner / Austin American-Statesman via AP

to protect and to serve whom? And for what cause? Ulti-
mately, police protect the powerful, those with property
and money, because those are the ones giving them their
orders. If and when police begin to refuse orders from
above, that’s when the powerful will truly begin to worry.

It’s interesting that some student protesters, as at Co-
lumbia, are now being compared (as by MSNBC) to the
January 6 protesters and rioters for Trump. It’s a sign of
desperation by the establishment to equate anti-genocide
protesters with pro-Trump rioters, but there you have it.
Recall on January 6 that the police largely stepped aside

Parable

By Nickole Brown

Let us not with one stone kill one bird,
much less two. Let us never put a cat

in a bag nor skin them, regardless

of how many ways there are to do so.
And let us never take the bull, especially
by his gorgeous horns. What | mean is

we could watch our tongues or keep

silent. What | mean is we could scrub

the violence from our speech. And if we find
truth in a horse’s mouth, let us bless her

ground-down molars, no matter how

old she is, especially if she was given

as a gift. Again, let's open her mouth——that of the
horse,

| mean——Iet us touch that interdental space where

no teeth grow, where the cold bit was made to grip.

Touch her there, gently now, touch that gentle

empty between her incisors and molars, rub her

aching, vulnerable gums. Don’t worry: doing so calms
her.

Besides, she’s old now; she’s what we call

broken; she won't bite. She's lived through

two thirteen-year emergences of cicadas

and thought their rising a god infestation,
thought each insect roiling up an iteration

of the many names of god, because god to her is
the grasses so what comes up from grass is

god. She would not say it that way. Nor would she

say the word cicada—words are hindrances
to what can be spoken through the body, are
what she tolerates when straddled,

giddy-up on one side then whoa on the other. After,
it's all good girl, Mable, good girl,

before the saddle sweat is rinsed cool

with water from the hose and a carrot is offered
flat from the palm. Yes, words being

generally useless she listens instead

to the confused rooster stuttering when the sun
burns overhead, when it's warm enough

for those time-keepers to tunnel up from the
dark and fill their wings to make them

stiff and capable of flight. To her, it is the sound

of winter-coming in her mane

or the sound of winter-leaving in her mane—

yes, that sound—a liquid shushing

like the blood-fill of stallion desire she knew once
but crisper, a dry crinkle of fall

leaves. Yes, that sound, as they fill their new wings
then lumber to the canopy to demand

come here, come here, come

here, now come.

If this is a parable you don’t understand,
then, dear human, stop listening for words.
Listen instead for mane, wind, wings,

wind, mane, wings, wings, wings.

The lesson here is of the mare

and of the insects, even of the rooster
puffed and strutting past. Because now,
now there is only one thing worth hearing,
and itis the plea of every living being in that field
we call ours, is the two-word commandment
trilling from the trees: let live, let live, let live.
Can you hear it? Please, they say. Please.
Let us live.

Copyright © 2024 by Nickole Brown. Originally
published in Poem-a-Day on April 28, 2024, by the
Academy of American Poets.

and allowed protesters for Trump into the Capitol. I don’t
see the police stepping aside on campuses or taking self-
ies with protesters, or even removing barriers, as some
police did on January 6.

The overly violent and repressive responses we're wit-
nessing across America to largely peaceful protests re-
veals the imperative at the heart of America’s political sys-
tem. Recalling the movie “Rollerball,” the one thing you’re
never supposed to do as a corporate-citizen is to question
management decisions. America’s managers have decided
to support Israel’s genocide in Gaza, and YOU ARE NOT
TO INTERFERE WITH THAT. If you do, your protest
will be suppressed, often quickly and violently.

There’s a reason America’s managers “invest” so much
in the “thin blue line” of the police. They believe in vio-
lence as the way to uphold their power and privilege. It
doesn’t matter that violence hasn’t always worked, espe-
cially in foreign wars (Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq, etc.).
They’ll continue to use violence as long as it remains
profitable to do so, whether economically or politically.

How long before people are killed or seriously injured

C
Police do what they’re trained

to do, just as soldiers do what

they’re trained to do. ... Police
aren’t educators and negotiators:

they are also trained in the use
of suppressive force under violent

conditions.
I

in these police actions? How long before those who are
killed or wounded are denounced as “bums,” as Pres-
ident Richard Nixon called the dead students of Kent
State? How long before we hear that the “silent major-
ity” supports Trump and/or Biden in their call for “law
and order”?

How long before Israel renders Gaza Palestinian-free,
as various U.S. police forces mobilize to render college
campuses protester-free?

And how long before we’re told once again that America
is the greatest, most exceptional, nation on earth because of
all our freedoms?

William J. Astore, a retired lieutenant colonel (USAF)
and professor of history, is a TomDispatch regular and
a senior fellow at the Eisenhower Media Network, an
organization of critical veteran military and national se-
curity professionals. His personal blog is Bracing Views.
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Some Thoughts on the Campus Protests

By David Rovics

s I watch what is (and isn’t) happen-
Aing on college campuses across the
United States and beyond recently,
a number of thoughts come to mind that
seem worth exploring.
Taking over physical space and having
a protest encampment there is a powerful
tactic. It’s a tactic that requires collective
organization, and the participation of sig-
nificant numbers of seriously committed
individuals. As long as a physical space
can be held in some visible form, it can
continue to be a magnet for solidarity,
more organizing, and popular education,
as well as opposition, attacks, ridicule,
and more. Past powerful examples of
holding physical space and generating a
lot of attention, controversy, and even po-
litical changes have included the IWW’s
free speech campaigns of the 1910s, the
union sit-down strikes of the 1930s, the
campus occupations of the 1960s, Alca-
traz Island and other campaigns of the
American Indian Movement in the 1970s,
the urban squatting movement in many
parts of Europe and New York City in the

they were being misrepresented in the
press. This was a pattern that could be
observed repeating itself regularly across
the country during Occupy Wall Street,
as well as during the global justice move-
ment in the decade preceding Occupy.

The corporate media is using the pro-
tests as an opportunity to try to fear-
monger around the supposed atmosphere
of antisemitism and general chaos on the
campuses. This campus uprising is get-
ting heavy media coverage. Partly this is
because of dramatic events, police repres-
sion, brutal physical treatment of students
and professors caught on camera, etc.,
and partly this is because an agenda is be-
ing served by covering the protests from
a certain angle. Bear in mind that protests
and even large social movements do not
automatically get media coverage of any
kind, let alone positive press. And getting
lots of media coverage, whether it’s posi-
tive or negative, comes with major pros
and cons.

Politicians, especially Republicans, are
hoping to use their manufactured crisis
as a means to win upcoming elections, a
la Nixon in 1972. The only crisis in this

Columbia University student encampment for divestment. Photo: Middle East Eye

1970s and 1980s, the Tahrir Square occu-
pations in various Arab countries of the
2010s, and Occupy Wall Street in 2011.

The tactic of occupying a public space
is often opposed by the authorities with
state violence. Holding physical public
space generally involves violating the law
on a daily basis. Usually there are laws
against setting up tents in public spaces
and other laws against spending the night
in those tents. The authorities in most
countries tend to get worried when a
whole bunch of people are very publicly
and intentionally violating laws, because
it undermines what they call “the rule of
law” and their authority. If negotiations
are even attempted, authorities quickly
resort to violence in many countries.

If the repression doesn’t kill the move-
ment, it can cause a solidaristic reac-
tion, and make it grow instead. There are
many examples of social movements that
started relatively small, but then after be-
ing violently repressed, dramatically grew
as a result of the broader community be-
ing outraged by the way protesters were
treated by authorities, as well as the way

equation, of course, is that Israel is com-
mitting genocide. There is no antisemi-
tism crisis, and there is no chaos on the
campuses—overwhelmingly just peace-
able, public campouts of concerned citi-
zens who are doing what they are doing
out of outrage against genocide, and at
great risk to their personal safety, personal

tinuing, daily massacres of children that
are now getting far less news coverage
on many outlets—or in order to get “law-
and-order” candidates elected. This politi-
cal strategy has been used successfully on
various notable occasions, such as the piv-
otal election of 1972, which Nixon won.

It is significant, however, that this move-
ment is taking place during a Democratic
administration, and can’t easily be painted
as (and isn’t) a partisan phenomenon. The
reality is that the mainstream of the Dem-
ocratic Party leadership is 100% behind
Israel, no matter how genocidal the gov-
ernment running the country may be at a
given time. My experience with the global
justice movement that began during the
long reign of Democratic Party neoliber-
alism and imperialism in the 1990s was
that the fact that it was opposing capital-
ism and transnational corporate hege-
mony during a time of a Democrat-led
government helped clarify the beliefs and
intentions of the movement as a whole,
and made us less susceptible to getting
distracted by what most of us felt to be the
hopeless arena of U.S. electoral politics.

The repression against protest and free
speech in the past six months has been ex-
treme. Even by the standards set by repres-
sive police states like ours over the past
couple of generations, the political atmo-
sphere in the Congress and in the media has
been especially rabid and one-dimensional.
Whereas during the genocidal American
war in Vietnam, despite a tremendous de-
gree of campus activism and mobilization
of society in general, for a long time it was
a real taboo to call in the riot cops to ar-
rest your students. Fast forward to 2024, it
seems to be standard practice.

Whether the student-led movement will
be able to seize the mantle of defenders
of free speech is an open question, and
a very important one. Without painting
the students, staff, or faculty across the
United States with too broad a brush, it’s
fairly obvious to say that for many peo-
ple involved, this is a movement to free
Gaza and it’s a movement for free speech,
against conflating opposition to Israeli
genocidal practices with being anti-
Jewish, against throttling free speech,
canceling valedictorian speeches on
false grounds, or banning student orga-
nizations. For other people involved, free

e
There 1s no antisemitism crisis, and there 1s no

chaos on the campuses—overwhelmingly just

peaceable, public campouts of concerned citizens

who are doing what they are doing out of outrage

against genocide, and at great risk to their personal

safety, personal finances, and academic futures.
L

finances, and academic futures. The rea-
son for the massive media coverage is to
create the impression of a crisis, either in
order to distract attention from any num-
ber of other things—such as the famine
that is taking hold in Gaza, or the con-

speech may not be such a priority. Recent
years have seen many left-identified peo-
ple on campuses across the country pro-
testing against and shutting down events
involving speakers identified, rightly or
wrongly, as rightwing in some way. It has

been normative for there to be a greater
concern for “safety” than for freedom of
discourse. Without an unequivocal sup-
port for the fundamental notion presented
by the First Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, we stand to lose this argument.

If the movement doesn’t subside quickly,
psy ops tactics to divide and conquer it will
(continue to) be employed on a massive
scale, and this takes many forms. Success-
ful movements are profoundly inclusive in
nature. Unsuccessful ones adopt exclusive
attitudes. There are always dishonest ac-
tors working for one or another division of
the police across the country, along with
random wingnuts and brainwashed sectar-
ians, who will be pushing for the move-
ment to behave in exclusive and cliquish
ways, always pushing for divisions within
the movement to be explored, pushing to
denounce people within the movement
who are perceived to have made mistakes.
This phenomenon must be recognized and
opposed through rejecting exclusivity and
embracing inclusivity.

There’s a difference between “wide-
spread protests” and “massive protests,”’
and it’s important to note this and the per-
ceived atmosphere various media are try-
ing to establish, for whatever varied and
contradictory reasons. This movement is
getting massive media coverage. There
are a lot of reasons for this, but it’s impor-
tant not to mistake massive media cover-
age for a massive movement. Occupy Wall
Street also got massive media coverage.
The global justice movement a decade
earlier did not. The impact of Occupy get-
ting huge media coverage from the begin-
ning was pretty evident; the movement
didn’t have time to develop in some or-
ganic way, but was just everywhere all of
a sudden. This gave it the appearance of
being a big movement, but this was only
really the case in certain cities. The me-
dia coverage gave a lot of people within
the movement and outside of it very in-
accurate impressions about how big, how
organized, or how much potential various
local groups had to accomplish what both
the media and many participants imag-
ined could be accomplished. Unlike with
the case of movements that got virtually
no press, such as the global justice move-
ment, Occupy never had large-scale pro-
tests in most of the country unless it was
a protest announced in advance on local
media, and this was also the case with the
racial justice movement of 2020. And in
both of these cases, although repressive
authorities and police brutality played a
huge negative role, it was when the media
stopped covering these movements that
they largely just seemed to dissipate.

In conclusion, in case it’s not abun-
dantly obvious, I hope to see this move-
ment grow dramatically, and bring our
bipartisan, genocide-enabling political
leadership to its senses.

David Rovics is an American singer/
songwriter. His music concerns both top-
ical subjects such as the 2003 Iraq Wr,
anti-globalization, anarchism, and social
Justice issues, and labor history.
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An Ode to My School,
Destroyed by Israel

The school I taught at in Gaza City was nvy
second home. Now it lies in ruins, some of my
beloved students are dead, and I am terrified

for the rest.

Sister Nabila Saleh with her students at the Rosary Sisters School in

Gaza City. Photo: Aid to the Church in Need

By Ruwaida Kamal Amer

efore the war, I was a full-
Btime science teacher. I did

some journalistic work in
parallel, producing stories about
social issues and all the beautiful
things in Gaza. Now, I find my-
self working as a fulltime jour-
nalist, reporting on the destruc-
tion of my school and the killing
of my students.

It was something of a coinci-
dence that I started teaching at
the Rosary Sisters School, a pri-
vate Catholic school in the Tal
el-Hawa area of Gaza City. Af-
ter graduating from university
nine years ago, I began working
with AlNayzak (Meteor) Foun-
dation as an educational trainer:
I would go into private and pub-
lic schools to provide guidance
in the sciences for the staff. In
2019, Meteor asked me to go to
Rosary Sisters, which had re-
cently built new biology, chem-
istry, and physics labs—facili-
ties that remain all too rare in the
Gaza Strip.

I had only been there one day
helping set up the equipment in
the labs when the principal, Sis-
ter Nabila Saleh, asked me to
stay and teach fourth- and fifth-
grade science. I accepted the of-
fer immediately, having long
wanted to teach young students.
It was an auspicious beginning,
and it turned out to be one of the
most rewarding professional ex-
periences of my life.

I love teaching and forming
deep connections with my stu-
dents. In class, we are serious so
that they can learn, understand
the materials, and achieve high
scores in exams. For the sci-
ences especially, intensive and
continuous study and concen-
tration are required. Outside of
class, though, the students and I
are close. Despite our age gap, |
would consider us to be friends.

My home at the school was
the science labs. Anyone who
needed me could find me there.
The students loved it there, too:
at the beginning of the school
year, | would draw up a study
plan for each class and make
sure that there were days we’d
spend in the labs conducting ex-
periments. Even so, during al-
most every class, the students
begged to be allowed to work in
the labs.

The remarkable educational
opportunities that the school
provided—including the labs—
were due in large part to the
work of the principal, Sister
Saleh, who made a great effort
to build and completely modern-
ize the school’s facilities. Sister
Saleh and the devoted and tal-
ented staff hoped to make it one
of the best private schools in
the area. And indeed they did:
Since the school was founded in
2000, its student body has grown
nearly tenfold, to over 1200 stu-
dents of both Muslim and Chris-
tian backgrounds.

Yet the fact that the school ex-
ists in the Gaza Strip means that
no matter how much work and
devotion was poured into it, the
risk of destruction was never far
away. During the previous war,
in 2021, my lab was badly dam-
aged when the Israeli occupation
forces targeted the school; the
reconstruction work took nearly
a year. Classrooms and other
school buildings were also dam-
aged, requiring more intensive
reconstruction—some of which
wrapped up just weeks before
the current war began.

In addition to the physical
damage, this destruction was
devastating on a personal level:
the school was my second home,
where I spent eight hours every
day.

But the damage to the school
during the 2021 war cannot be
compared to the complete de-
struction of the current war.
When the war broke out, the
school year—which had begun
in late August—was immedi-
ately canceled, and classes have
been unable to resume since.
During the subsequent four-and-
a-half months, more than 80% of

Palestinians with foreign passports leave Gaza to Egypt via the Rafah
Crossing, southern Gaza Strip, February 6, 2024. Photo: Abed Rahim
Khatib/Flash90

the campus. The library—which
was filled with books, equipped
with a number of laptops, and
had a television screen for in-
teractive lesson displays—was
bombed, and it burned to the
ground. Only ashes remain.

The elevator that was built last
year was burned and destroyed,
as was the school theater, where
we gathered for the most beau-
tiful moments—from gradua-
tion ceremonies to national, cul-
tural, and religious celebrations.
Israeli tanks and bulldozers even
destroyed the kindergarten toys.
These are hideous, bloody acts
of retaliation.

I was shocked when I saw the
images of the damage caused to
the school. It is an educational
institution; there is no political
or military goal that could be
achieved by destroying it. Seeing
years of hard work being wiped
out is indescribably painful.

Since the beginning of the war,
I have been experiencing intense
anxiety for the well-being of my
students. I care about them not

The aftermath of an attack by Israeli forces on the Holy Rosary Sisters
School in Gaza City.

the school’s buildings have been
destroyed.

In November, while Israeli
forces were present in the Tal
el-Hawa area, they entered the
school with bulldozers and tanks,
demolishing the school yard and
destroying the wall surrounding

just as a teacher but as if they
were my own children. When
Gaza City and the rest of the
northern Strip began to be dis-
placed en masse, I thought of my
colleagues and students: Where
are they? What’s happened to
them? I had a terrible fear of los-

ing one of them.

Unfortunately, these fears
came to pass. I lost two students,
Habiba Jarada and Salma Al-
Atrash, both of whom were 12
years old and in the eighth grade.
Each one had a unique and beau-
tiful personality: they were ac-
tive, intelligent, affectionate,
and sophisticated. Both children
were in the midst of developing
a strong sense of self and their
academic abilities.

Habiba was constantly check-
ing in and comforting those
around her. She would always
ask me, “How are you doing?
The most important thing for
me is that you are happy.” When
I was tired from classes and the
students had exhausted me, she
would say, “Who’s making you
tired? Just tell me.” Israel killed
her during the early days of the
war.

Salma, who was always full of
laughter, first became my student
a year ago. Shortly thereafter, I
also began teaching her brother,
Muhammad. He once said to me,
“My sister Salma tells me that
you are a good teacher, and that
I will learn to love science as
much as you do.”

Muhammad was a distin-
guished student, always com-
peting with his friend Omar. He
used to tell me that he wished he
could take four science classes.
After Salma surprised me by
dyeing her hair blue, Muham-
mad would always ask me
whether I liked it.

Salma was martyred during a
bombing in Gaza City in Octo-
ber. Her family, including Mu-
hammad and their mother, are
missing under the rubble—I do
not know if they survived.

I'still think about the children’s
mother, who once described to
me the deep investment parents
must make so that their children
can reach the greatest academic
heights. In Salma she has lost
her beautiful and gentle daugh-
ter, whom she devoted 12 years
to ensuring had a good life.

continued on page 14 ...
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A Family's Struggle to Survive in Gaza

By Doug Hostetter

efore joining the Pax Christi
BAdvocacy Team at the

United Nations, I directed
the Mennonite Central Commit-
tee (MCC) United Nations Office
in New York for more than a de-
cade and Co-Chaired the Israel/
Palestine NGO Working Group
Israel/Palestine at the United
Nations. MCC supported several
NGOs that were doing relief, de-
velopment and peace work in Is-
rael and Palestine. On visits to
Gaza, I became friends with sev-
eral staff members of Al-Najd
Developmental Forum, one of
the MCC supported NGOs with
headquarters in Gaza City. Al-
Najd, with Mennonite support,
helped Gazan families develop
home gardens and raise rabbits
and chickens.

I have kept in touch with two
of the AI-Najd staff over the
years through Facebook Mes-
senger. After the Hamas attack
on October 7 and the Israeli
response of massive bomb-
ing, I soon learned that in the
early bombing the building that
housed Al-Najd was completely
destroyed and Mostafa Al-Naf-
far, one of my staff friends there,
had also killed. My remaining
friend, Amgad Al-Mhalwi, who
has worked at Al-Najd for 17
years, has continued sending me
updates on his family.

Amgad’s family was origi-
nally from Hamama (25 miles
north of Gaza), but in 1948 Is-
raeli military forces drove the
family out of Hamama to the
Nuseirt refugee camp near Gaza

i | T ‘

City, in what the Palestinians call
the “Nakba” (“the catastrophe,”
when during the creation of the
state of Israel, the Israeli army
forced the evacuation of more
than 400 Palestinian villages).
Amgad (36) and his wife Qa-
mer (25), both former university
students, married five years ago
and now have two boys, Majd (3)
and Ibrahim (2). Amgad and Qa-
mer lived with his extended fam-
ily of about 50 people in a com-
pound of houses near Gaza City.
When the IDF ordered everyone
to leave northern Gaza in the
first week of the war, several of
Amgad’s extended family were
killed while trying to travel to
the south as ordered. Amgad de-
cided that it was safer to shelter
in the north rather than getting
killed trying to go south.

“We left our house first to my
aunt’s house, then to my uncle’s
house, then to my wife’s family’s
house, then to Al-Huda School in
the Sheikh Radwan area, and af-
ter that, Ramez Luxury School,
then Musab bin Omair School,
and then finally to Umar bin Aas
School.”

Each time that they moved,
it was because of shelling and
bombing in that area, but actu-
ally there were no safe places to
go.

The Umar bin Aas school was
already overcrowded but Amgad
found a classroom on the third
floor of the school (about 5 X 5
meters) which provided a safe, if
crowded, refuge for the 55 peo-
ple of Amgad’s extended family.

The school seemed secure un-
til November 19, when the Israeli

iR

Majd and Ibrahim before the conflict

Defense Force (IDF) moved into
the area started shelling.

“My brother, the shells were
everywhere. They were all
around, next to the school. Many
of the children who were in the
school courtyard were injured
and died. A shell came behind
the school and people began to
flee under the bombardment.

“We said, “‘What do we do?
Where do you go under heavy
bombardment?” We decided it
was safest to stay in the school.

“I was just outside the class-
room door when, shortly after
the afternoon prayer, at 3:20 pm
a tank shell hit the classroom
wall sending shrapnel through-
out the classroom. The explosion
blew me away from the door,
and when I reentered the class-
room, it was full of blood and
screaming.

“My beautiful father was
dead, and my uncle’s wife was
not moving, and my sister’s neck
was sliced open. I was crying,

and my brother was praying, he
died while praying. My wife’s
face was bloody, her whole body
is covered in blood. She was cry-
ing and screaming, and my chil-
dren were crying and screaming,
my whole family was screaming.
I was in shock, uninjured and
watching everyone scream.
“The most beautiful people in
the world died that day. My fa-
ther, the most affectionate per-
son in the world, my brother who
loved my children so much. My
sister, who in my heart was more
like my daughter, and my aunt
was the fourth member of my
family to die in that room.
“Thirty people were killed in
the school that day and over a
hundred were wounded. Three
shells hit the school while we
were there, and a fourth ex-
ploded as we were fleeing, and |
don’t know how many hit later.
“I carried my two children and
took my wife, sister, and brother
to the nearest medical clinic.
“My older brother told me that
he would bury my dead family
members. [ was unable to say

Ibrahim and Majd on the evening of November 19, 2023.

M

Amgad with Majd on Gaza beach before the war

goodbye to any of them. The
bombs and shells were falling,
and I had to try to get my chil-

dren to safety.

“It was the worst day of my
life.

“Both of my boys had been in
the room by their mother when
the shell hit that night. They
had witnessed their grandfather,
their uncle, and their aunt being
killed, with blood all over every-
one in the classroom. My sister
was bleeding profusely from her
neck, my cousin had his hand
severed, and shrapnel had de-
stroyed both of my brother’s
eyes. The boys were screaming,
quaking in fear and peeing in
their pants.”

I did not hear from Amgad for
a month and a half and was wor-
ried that he and his family had
been killed in the massive bomb-
ing. Amgad and family mirac-
ulously had made their way,
mostly walking, the 20 miles
from Gaza City to Rafah on the
Egyptian border. I finally got a
short message: “We are in Ra-
fah. My family is tired, sick and
cold. We do not even have a tent
to live in.”

Amgad eventually was able

to buy a nylon tent for $400, but
there was no heat, and food and
water were very hard to find.

January 22:

“The children became sick.
We need psychological support
and food. We are very tired. We
long to return to our homes, even
though they are destroyed. The
experience of that night in the
bloody classroom has changed
my boys. Najd now always
wants to sleep with Amgad and
Ibrahim always wants to sleep
with Qamer. When the boys hear
bombing, they wet their pants
and ran terrified to their parents.
If they see red, even a piece of
clothing, they run away scream-
ing, blood, blood, blood.”

On February 12 the Israeli De-
fense Forces rescued two Israeli
hostages in Gaza. To distract
from the IDF operation to res-
cue the hostages, they bombed
and shelled other areas of Ra-
fah killing at least 67 Palestinian
women and children.

Amgad and his family were
living in a nylon tent in Rafa that
night, February 12th.

“Tonight was very difficult.
Very strong bombardment. I saw
my son Majd trying to hide from
the bombing. He was trembling
as he tried to hide his face in the
ground, thinking that if no one
could see him, he wouldn’t die.
Food, money, water for me, that
is okay, but here we are not safe.
We need safety. Please pressure
your government to end this war
and the occupation.”

This article was written in
cooperation with Amgad Al-
Mhalwi and the staff of the Al-
Najd Developmental Forum

Doug Hostetter is a member
of the Pax Christi International
United Nations Team.
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Israel Is Assaulting Gaza

Hospitals should
be places of
healing, not

theaters of war.
By Kathy Kelly

any decades ago in Chicago, my fa-
Mvorite of several part-time student

jobs was operating the “old-style”
telephone switchboard at a small hospital
called Forkosh Memorial. The console of
coils and plugs included a mirror so op-
erators could keep an eye on the hospi-
tal entrance, which on weekends and eve-
nings was also monitored by an elderly,
unarmed security guard named Frank.
He sat at a classroom style desk near the
entrance with a ledger book. Over the
course of four years, on weekends and
evenings, “security” at the hospital gen-

Palestinian Red Crescent first aid waiting to receive bodies from Al-Najjar Hospital in the
city of Rafah, south of the Gaza Strip, on January 10, 2024. Photo: Shutterstock

medics; ambulances have been bombed.
This has all been systematic,” Khan ex-
plained. “Now there are 10,000 to 15,000
bodies decomposing. It’s the rainy sea-

N
Taxpayer money feeds the bloated, swollen

Pentagon budget. U.S. Senators, last week, cowed
by AIPAC, decided to send Israel an additional

$14.1 billion to boost military spending.
O

erally consisted solely of Frank and me.
Fortunately, nothing much ever hap-
pened. The possibility of an attack, in-
vasion or raid never occurred to us. The
notion of an aerial bombardment was un-
imaginable, like something out of “War of
the Worlds” or some other sci-fi fantasy.

Now, tragically, hospitals in Gaza and
the West Bank have been attacked, in-
vaded, bombed and destroyed. News
of additional Israeli attacks is being re-
ported on a daily basis. Last week, De-
mocracy Now! interviewed Dr. Yasser
Khan, a Canadian ophthalmologist and
eye surgeon who recently returned from a
humanitarian surgical mission at the Eu-
ropean Hospital in Khan Yunis in Gaza.
Dr. Khan spoke of bombings taking place
every few hours resulting in a constant
influx of mass casualties. The majority of
patients he treated were children from age
2 to 17. He saw horrific eye injuries, shat-
tered faces, shrapnel wounds, abdominal
injuries, limbs severed above the bone,
and traumas caused by drone launched la-
ser guided missiles. Amid the overcrowd-
ing and chaos, health care workers tended
to patients while lacking basic equipment,
including anesthesia. Patients lay on the
ground in unsterile conditions, vulnera-
ble to infection and disease. Most of them
also suffered from severe hunger.

Normally, a child who undergoes an
amputation faces as many as 12 addi-
tional surgeries. Khan wondered who
would do the follow-up care for these
children, some of whom have no surviv-
ing relatives?

He also noted sniper fire prevented
doctors from going to work. “They’ve
killed health care workers, nurses, para-

son right now in Gaza so all the rainwater
mixes with the decomposing bodies and
that bacteria mixes with the drinking wa-
ter supply and you get further disease.”
According to Khan, Israeli forces have
kidnapped 40 to 45 doctors, specifically

targeting specialists and hospital admin-
istrators. Three health care professional
organizations have issued a statement
expressing deep concern that the Israeli
military has abducted and unlawfully de-
tained Dr. Khaled al-Serr, a surgeon at the
Nasser Hospital in Gaza.

On February 19, WHO Director-Gen-
eral Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
described conditions in the Nasser hospi-
tal after Israel ordered evacuation of Pal-
estinians from the complex. “There are
still more than 180 patients and 15 doc-
tors and nurses inside Nasser,” he said.
“The hospital is still experiencing an
acute shortage of food, basic medical sup-
plies, and oxygen. There is no tap water
and no electricity, except a backup gen-
erator maintaining some lifesaving ma-
chines.”

‘Hospitals with Full U.S. Support

Eight years ago, in October of 2015,
the United States military destroyed Af-
ghanistan’s Kunduz hospital, run by Mé-
decins sans Frontiéres (Doctors Without
Borders). For more than an hour, a C-130
transport plane repeatedly fired incendi-
ary devices at the hospital’s emergency
room and intensive care unit, killing 42
people. Thirty-seven additional people
were injured. “Our patients burned in
their beds,” read the MSF’s in-depth re-
port. “Our medical staff were decapitated
or lost limbs. Others were shot from the
air while they fled the burning building.”

The horrific attack outraged war resist-
ers and human rights groups. I remember
joining a group of activists in upstate NY
who assembled outside a hospital emer-
gency room with a banner proclaiming
“To bomb this site would be a war crime.”

In 2009, on a smaller, yet still horrific
scale, I witnessed an Israeli onslaught in
Gaza called “Operation Cast Lead.” In
the emergency room of the Al Shifa hos-
pital, Dr. Saeed Abuhassan, an orthope-
dic surgeon, described experiences sim-
ilar to Khan’s. This surgeon grew up in
Chicago, very close to the neighborhood
where I lived. I asked him what he would
want me to tell our neighbors back home.
He listed a litany of horrors and then he
stopped. “No,” he said. “First, you must
tell them that U.S. taxpayer money paid
for all of these weapons.”

Taxpayer money feeds the bloated,
swollen Pentagon budget. U.S. Senators,
last week, cowed by AIPAC, decided to
send Israel an additional $14.1 billion to
boost military spending. Only three Sen-

contz'num’ on nextpage .

My School

.. continued from page 12

Some of my students have sent me mes-
sages of reassurance on Facebook. I have
taught more than a thousand students over
the past five years, but only a few of them
have managed to reach out to me since the
start of the war. Although I am constantly
worried for each and every one of them, I
am relieved that those who sent me mes-
sages are fine and still alive. Some of my
students have been able to leave Gaza,
and I am grateful that they survived this
terrible ordeal.

I have also met a number of my stu-
dents who were displaced to the same ar-
eas as me in southern Gaza: some in the
coastal area of Al-Mawasi, and others in
Khan Younis’ European Hospital, where
they have sought refuge with their fam-
ilies. Seeing them brought me great joy,
and I hugged them tightly.

Their circumstances are brutal and ar-
duous. They wanted to talk to me, to com-
plain to me about their pain. They told me
that they try to shelter inside and avoid
going outside, so as not to fall victim to
Israel’s missiles. Their faces were pale,
their bodies exhausted, and their hearts
terrified of the war.

Like my students, my colleagues at the

school are also struggling greatly. There
is a WhatsApp group that we use to com-
municate and check in on each other. All
of the teachers have lost something dear
to their hearts, a painful void that cannot
be filled. Each one has lost their home,
and many have lost several, or even all,
of their close relatives. But these teachers
are strong and pray daily for our survival
and for the war to end.

I, too, hope that the war will end and
that [ will return to my work at the school.
Eachnight I dream that I go back to school
and that everyone is fine. I hope that this
dream will soon come true—for me and

Palestinians children look out of a window
at the site of an Israeli airstrike in the city

of Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, February 16,
2024. Photo: Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90

my students.

Last month, I found my sixth-grade
student Sarah sleeping in one of the cor-
ridors at the European Hospital. When
she opened her eyes, she shouted to her
mother, “Teacher Ruwaida is here!” Her
mother thought she was dreaming, but
Sarah insisted it was real. She ran to me,
her eyes full of tear s, and embraced me.
She asked if the school year would be re-
peated: “Have we lost a year of our lives?”

I told her that first we want the war to
end, and then we can think about such is-
sues. She told me that the most basic tasks
have become very difficult: she hardly
gets the chance to use the bathroom, and
cannot shower. The one thing that enables
her to hold on to a remnant of her previ-
ous life is the Internet, which she uses to
communicate with her classmates and
friends.

She asked me to send them all a mes-
sage telling them that I'm fine. I agreed,
but she had one further request; despite
the horrors of the last few months, Sarah
has held onto her sense of humor. In ad-
dition to letting the students know I am
okay, she asked me to answer one more
question: “When is the next science
exam?”

First published in +972 magazine

Ruwaida Kamal Amer is a freelance
Jjournalist from Khan Younis.
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What Does NATO Have to Do
with the Genocide in Gaza?

By David Swanson

itself—and plotting future wars and

weapons sales—in Washington D.C.
in July, and a lot of people are busy plan-
ning a counter-summit and rally to op-
pose NATO’s agenda.

For those who care about life on Earth,
or who are upset by the horrors and risks
of one of the current wars in Gaza or
Ukraine, taking steps to move human-
ity away from the course plotted by the
largest military alliance ever to exist may
seem an obvious to-do-list item.

For those upset by the horrific war in
Gaza, in particular, and inclined toward
the common ritual of calling it “not a
war”’—as if there existed elsewhere some
kind of war that wasn’t horrible or didn’t
mass-murder families—paying any atten-
tion to NATO may seem like a distraction
from the moral imperative to put a halt to
a public genocide in Palestine sanctioned
by the “rules based order.”

But the slaughter in Gaza could not ex-
ist without the U.S.-led military industrial
complex, and its largest and most effec-
tive tool is NATO. One of NATO’s many
partners around the globe is Israel. Israel’s
horrific wars are of the same species as ev-
erybody else’s horrific wars. And without
NATO, neither the U.S. not Israel could
make any claim to being part of an “interna-
tional community” or a “rules based order.”

Article 10 of the North Atlantic Treaty
limits new members of NATO to European
nations that are invited by NATO to join it.
But NATO has not limited itself to Europe.
It does not view its purpose as merely “re-
sisting armed attack” (in the language of
that treaty). Not only has it reconceived the
concept of resisting actual attacks as de-
terring potential attacks—often through

NATO will be celebrating 75 years of

behavior that is clearly more provocative
than deterrent—but NATO also conceives
of itself as a global alliance that will wage
wars anywhere on Earth, regardless of any
attack on a NATO member.

Outside of Europe, therefore, NATO
has added dozens of additional nations as
“partners” rather than members. To invite
anation to be a member, existing members
must agree that, according to Article 5, an
attack on one is an attack on all. To add a
“partner,” however, no such commitment
is required. NATO may very well go to war
in the event that one of its partners goes to
war, but it is not obliged to by treaty. It is
thus free to do weapons deals with part-
ner governments, embed partner militaries
in its “interoperable” system of weapons
types, trainers, and operators, and decide
on an ad hoc basis what wars to wage.

Always viewing militarism as the an-
swer to the problems it creates, NATO has
established partnerships across the region
of Western Asia that have wreaked havoc,
spreading weaponry and instability. One
initiative, the Mediterranean Dialogue, in-
cludes Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Mau-
ritania, Morocco, and Tunisia. Another, the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, includes
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and the United
Arab Emirates. In addition, through what
NATO calls “Partners Across the Globe,”
NATO has established partnerships with
Iraq, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. NATO
partners Israel and Pakistan are estimated
to possess 170 nuclear weapons each, both
without joining the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons.

The Western Asian NATO partners in-
clude some of the most oppressive, authori-
tarian and dictatorial governments, deemed
the least “free” by the U.S.-funded Freedom
House rankings, and considered by the U.S.
Department of State responsible for all va-

Hospitals

... continued from previous page
ators voted against the bill.

From Palestine, Huwaida Arraf, a
Palestinian-American human rights at-
torney, wrote on X: “The scary part is not
that Israel is planning the forcible transfer
of the Palestinians it hasn’t slaughtered,
but that the so-called ‘civilized world’ is
allowing it to happen. The ramifications
of this coordinated evil will haunt its col-
laborators for generations to come.”

At Forkosh Hospital in the 1970s, I had
a mirror to see what was happening be-
hind my back, but everyone on earth can
see, directly, the horror of U.S. support
for a genocidal event happening on our
watch. Gravely distorted versions of what
occurred on October 7, cannot—even if
believed—justify the scale of the hor-
rors being reported in Gaza and the West
Bank each day.

The U.S. government continues enthu-
siastically to bankroll Israel’s systemic

and inhumane destruction of Gaza. U.S.
advisors make feeble attemptsto suggest
Israel should pause or at least try to be
more precise in their attacks. In its quest
for hegemonic superiority, the United
States tears into ever tinier shreds what-
ever remains of a commitment to human
rights, equality and human dignity.

What kept Forkosh Hospital secure, de-
cades ago, was a social contract that pre-
sumed safety for a small hospital serving
the local population.

If we can’t find the morality to stop
supplying weapons for ongoing Israeli
onslaughts against Gaza and its places of
healing, we may find we have created a
world in which no-one can count on up-
holding basic human rights. We may be
creating intergenerational wounds of ha-
tred and sorrow from which there will
never, ever be any safe place to heal.

Kathy Kelly (kathy.venv@gmail.com)
is board president of World BEYOND
War; she co-coordinates the Merchants
of Death War Crimes Tribunal.

riety of brutal human rights abuses—plus
Israel, which is also one of the most brutal,
warmaking governments—one that has re-
cently been ordered to cease its murderous
activities by the International Court of Jus-
tice and the United Nations Security Coun-
cil—even if deemed flawless and “demo-
cratic” by the U.S. government that arms it.
NATO and NATO members have been
supporting Israel since its creation by
funding, arming, and training the Israeli
military and providing diplomatic cover
for Israel’s crimes. Israel imports weap-
ons primarily from the United States and
Germany, but also imports and exports
weapons with other NATO members. In
2017, Israel established a permanent of-
ficial mission to NATO headquarters in
Brussels, and there have been efforts over
the years to integrate Israel more closely
into NATO to take advantage of Israel’s
advanced weapons systems, so frequently
tested and demonstrated on Palestinians.
NATO members have purchased bil-

and security. Over the last year coopera-
tion has grown, with NATO welcoming
Israel’s intention to strengthen the naval
interoperability by recognising Israel as a
partner for NATO’s Operation Sea Guard-
ian, and Israel’s Defence Force military
medical academy now serving as a unique
asset for NATO’s Partnership Training
and Education Centres community.”
NATO’s Secretary General also claimed
that Russia, China, and North Korea, were
aligning with Iran as enemies of “freedom
and democracy.” NATO and the Israeli
government view Iran as an important
enemy. Israel played a significant role in
pushing for the disastrous war in Iraq, and
has been a leading proponent of the still-
threatened war on Iran for decades. “The
illusion of distance can no longer hold.
NATO must take the strongest possible
stance against the Iranian regime includ-
ing through economic, legal and politi-
cal sanctions and credible military deter-
rence,” said NATO’s Secretary General.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and Israeli
President Isaac Herzog in Brussels.

lions in weapons from Israel, including the
Arrow 3 missile defense system (sold to
Germany for $3.5 billion) and “Kamikaze
drones” and counter-drone systems. Is-
raeli weapons exports soared after Russia’s
2022 invasion of Ukraine, when NATO
members saw a chance to acquire Israel’s
advanced military technology. NATO is
particularly interested in Israel’s use of ar-
tificial intelligence, which began with Is-
rael’s attack on Gaza in 2021 but became
a key component of its military strategy
after October 7, 2023. In Israel’s targeting
of Palestinians, the army has used an arti-
ficial intelligence-based program known as
“Lavender,” which has played a central role
in the bombing that has killed tens, if not
hundreds, of thousands of people in Gaza.

Israeli military officials have briefed
NATO on Israel’s “innovations,” and Isra-
el’s President Isaac Herzog visited NATO
headquarters in 2023—the first time an
Israeli president has addressed NATO al-
lies there. Like a pair of presidents, the
president of Israel and the unelected-to-
anything secretary general of NATO held
a joint press conference.

NATO put out a statement on that oc-
casion that read, in part: “NATO and Is-
rael have worked together for almost 30
years, cooperating in domains such as sci-
ence and technology, counter terrorism,
civil preparedness, countering weapons
of mass destruction and women, peace

NATO headquarters and the dominant
decision-maker in NATO, the U.S. gov-
ernment, have been supportive of the on-
going genocide in Gaza, despite division
among NATO member governments. Bel-
gium, Spain, and Slovenia, have expressed
some sympathy for the plight of the Pal-
estinians, while European Union foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell has commented
publicly to U.S. President Biden: “Well, if
you believe that too many people are be-
ing killed, maybe you should provide less
arms in order to prevent so many people
being killed.” Such logic does not seem
to penetrate NATO, which is increasingly
taking over the role of governments in
budgeting, warmaking, policing, scien-
tific research, education, and diplomacy—
all without any pretense of accountability
to any public, as NATO wages and fuels
wars for “democracy.”

Articles churned out in the past few
months by NATO-aligned stink tankers
have been pushing for much closer col-
laboration between Israel and NATO.

Originally published by World BE-
YOND War

David Swanson is an author, activist,
journalist, and radio host. He is execu-
tive director of WorldBeyondWar.org and
campaign coordinator for RootsAction.
org. Swanson’s books include War Is A
Lie. He blogs at DavidSwanson.org and
WarlsACrime.org.
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Why Didn't Israel’s Nuclear
Weapons Move the Hands
on the Doomsday Clock?

By Terry Lodge

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

published its annual update and re-
set of the iconic Doomsday Clock. The
Clock is a symbolic design that warns the
public about how close humanity is to de-
stroying the world with dangerous tech-
nologies and trends of our own making. It
is a metaphor, a reminder of the perils we
must address if we are to survive on the
planet. When it was created in 1947, the
greatest danger to humanity came from

On Tuesday, January 23, 2024, the

But conspicuously missing from the
Atomic Scientists’ Doomsday Clock as-
sessment is any mention of Israel’s con-
troversial nuclear warfighting capacity.
The sole mention of Israel in the risk as-
sessment appears in this passage which
bemoans the dangers of uncontrolled Iran
nuclear enrichment:

Because the [Iran] nuclear agreement re-
mains in limbo, international monitors are
increasingly unable to capture data on Iran’s
nuclear efforts. This is a particularly worri-
some development, given the escalating war
in Israel/Gaza, which raises the possibility

-
A highly successful Israeli deception and

disinformation campaign convinced U.S. inspectors

that the Dimona complex was for civilian use,

including a fake control room at the reactor complex,

complete with false control panels that seemed to be

running a faked 24-megawatt research reactor.
N

nuclear weapons, in particular from the
prospect that the United States and the
Soviet Union were headed for a nuclear
arms race. The Atomic Scientists con-
sidered possible catastrophic disruptions
from climate change in its hand-setting
deliberations beginning in 2007.

In January 2023, the Atomic Scien-
tists set the Clock at “90 Seconds to Mid-
night”—the most dire setting since the
first proclamation in 1947. This year, they
held the Clock setting at “90 Seconds to
Midnight”, citing threats to planetary sur-
vival, citing the widespread and growing
reliance on nuclear weapons, increased
risks of nuclear escalation, climate chaos,
biological threats. and artificial intelli-
gence (Al). Pointing to an undiminished
nuclear threat and a new arms race,” the
Atomic Scientists highlighted U.S. and
Russian nuclear weapons modernization
efforts against the backdrop of the Russo-
Ukraine war and ongoing potential for a
nuclear faceoff there. Also mentioned were
Russian President Putin’s decision to “sus-
pend” the New Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (New START); his decision to de-
ploy tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus;
the Russian Duma’s October 2023 vote to
revoke Moscow’s ratification of the Com-
prehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; con-
cerns over a possible nuclear arms race
between China and the U.S.; a recent U.S.
congressional commission report that ar-
gued that the “U.S. and and its allies must
be ready to ‘deter and defeat’ both Rus-
sia and China” to avert a nuclear war. And
North Korea’s advancing nuclear provoca-
tions; the quiet growth in India’s and Pak-
istan’s nuclear arsenals; and the lack of
U.S. seriousness in re-establishing an Iran
nuclear deal all were mentioned.

of a wider conflict in the Middle East. Iran
now has the means to rapidly produce the
fissile material for a small number of weap-
ons within weeks of a decision to do so.

How is it that, with more than 26,700 Pal-
estinians dead (as of January 30, 2024) in a
genocide that has seen over 29,000 bombs
dropped on the Gaza Strip in a record-
breaking carpet bombing by an out-of-con-
trol army, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scien-
tists saw fit to excoriate Iran for supposedly
being weeks away from having the Bomb
yet completely omitted mention of Israel’s
massive 60-year-old nuclear arsenal?

For years after beginning its weapons
program in the 1950’s, Israel actively con-
cealed the fact from its best friend and ally,
the U.S. A highly successful Israeli decep-
tion and disinformation campaign con-
vinced U.S. inspectors that the Dimona
complex was for civilian use, including a
fake control room at the reactor complex,
complete with false control panels that
seemed to be running a faked 24 mega-
watt research reactor. Israel began glean-
ing spent fuel from Dimona for plutonium
in 1966 and was probably building nuclear

bombs by the time of the 1967 war. U.S.
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger pro-
vided Israel cover in the late 1960’s and
early 1970’s by hiding Israel’s true purpose
for buying U.S. warplanes, to drop nuclear
bombs. Kissinger accepted Israel’s ambig-
uous pledge to not “be the first to introduce
nuclear weapons in the Middle East.”

This U.S. acquiescence allowed Israel
to develop an outlaw, deliverable nuclear
weapons arsenal secretly and outside
of the reporting and inspection controls
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.
Presently, Israel has at least 90 warheads,
deliverable via aircraft, land-based ballis-
tic missiles, and submarine-based cruise
missiles. Israel’s Jericho III interconti-
nental ballistic missiles are capable of
delivering a nuclear warhead from 4000
miles away, which means that Iran, Paki-
stan (another outlaw nuclear state) and all
of Russia west of the Urals—including

continued on next page ...

Israeli Resisters

... continued from page 1
within a legacy of great peacemakers.

The earliest recorded act of conscientious
objection occurred in 295 A.D. when Max-
imilianus refused his conscription into the
Roman Army. He was beheaded for refusing
to kill. Later, he was canonized as a saint.

Like Maximilianus, Austrian farmer
Franz Jagerstitter was arrested and ex-
ecuted for refusing conscription by the
Nazis. He wrote, “I find that [my hands be-
ing in chains is] much better than if my will
were in chains. Neither prison nor chains
nor sentence of death can rob a man of the
Faith and his free will.”

“When, in 1944, devout Quaker Bayard
Rustin was sentenced to three years for re-
fusing to serve in World War II, he devoted
his prison time to racial justice work.” A dis-
ciple of Gandhian nonviolence, he organized
his fellow prisoners to resist segregation in
the prison. He was so successful that the head
of the prison described him as “an extremely
capable agitator.” Upon release, he traveled
the country organizing communities, includ-
ing the “First Freedom Ride” in 1947.

James Lawson, also a student of Gandhi,
spent 13 months in prison between 1951
and 1952 for refusing to serve during the
Korean War. Lawson went on to become,
along with Rustin, an essential advisor to
Dr. Martin Luther King.

Since its campaigns were broadcaston TV

Ben Arad, the third conscientious objector
imprisoned since October 7.

across America, the civil rights movement
challenged the public, especially American
youth, to choose between justice and segre-
gation—between equality and oppression.
At the same time, there was a surge of draft
evaders and conscientious objectors to the
Vietnam War, including prominent leaders
like “good troublemaker” John Lewis.
Refusing and avoiding conscription be-
came so popular during the Vietnam War that
President Nixon’s commission reported that
the movement was “expanding at an alarm-
ing rate,” leaving the government “almost
powerless to apprehend and prosecute them.”
With the majority of Israelis oppos-

ing an end to the war in Gaza and 72% of
them supporting no humanitarian aid, Tal
and Sofia are not part of a growing popu-
lar movement, like what took place during
the Vietnam War. But their contributions to
peace are no less important.

Whether or not other young Israelis join
them in jail—Tal and Sofia were part of a
group of 200 Jewish Israeli 12th graders
who pledged in August 2023 to refuse mil-
itary service to protest the government’s
effort to overhaul Israel’s judicial sys-
tem—what Tal and Sofia have done places
profound marks on the pages of history.

Members and contributors to the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation include the likes of
Jane Addams, A.J. Muste, Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Bayard Rustin, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Daniel Berrigan, Dorothy Day, James Law-
son, and countless other brave conscien-
tious objectors and peacemakers.

Today, as the world is watching a geno-
cide take place in real-time—as of this
writing, the death toll in Gaza is approach-
ing 32,000 and famine is setting in—FOR-
USA is proud to be raising money for an ad
in an Israeli newspaper lifting up two of the
most important conscientious objectors of
our time. We invite you to join us by fol-
lowing Tal and Sofia’s journey at forusa.
org/IsraeliRefusers.

Ariel Gold is the executive director of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the oldest in-
terfaith peace and justice organization in
the United States.
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Veterans Demand Termlnatlon of Weapons to Israel

Letter calls on
State Department
Inspector-General
to investigate
illegal shipments
and numerous
violations of

federal law

n a letter to the Inspector-General
Iof the U.S. State Department, a na-

tional veterans’ organization today de-
manded the State Department terminate
weapons shipments to Israel and called
on the Inspector General to investigate
alleged criminal acts by senior Biden ad-
ministration officials in violation of U.S.
law, including ratified treaties, which are
the supreme law of the land.

Josh Paul, former State Department se-
nior official who resigned over weapons
shipments to Israel said, “The Secretary
and all relevant officials under his pur-
view should take this letter from Veterans
For Peace with the utmost seriousness. It
is a stark reminder of the importance of
abiding by the laws and policies that re-
late to arms transfers.”

Mike Ferner, VFP National Director,
said, “Just as any good soldier can rec-
ognize when they are given an unlawful
order, we believe some State Department
staff are horrified at the orders they’re
given and will decide to uphold the law,
find the courage to speak out and demand
an end to the carnage. VFP enthusiasti-
cally supports Josh Paul for what he did
and we believe the public does, too. The
IDF has killed over 30,000 Palestinians
and is utterly destroying Gaza. These ac-
tions amount to genocide, war crimes,
and crimes against humanity, and VFP
wants them investigated.”

“Unless no one in the entire U.S. State
Department has seen the news in the last
four months, they have to be aware of Is-
rael’s illegal activity. But just in case, our
letter to the Inspector General spells it
out in chapter and verse. We believe the
State Department—from the Secretary
down to every staff person working on
arms transfers to Israel—is in criminal
violation of U.S. statutes regarding how
U.S. weaponry can be used. There’s no
‘Israel exception’ that makes it okay for
U.S. weapons to be used in genocide even
if it’s labeled self-defense,” Ferner con-
cluded.

The letter from Veterans For Peace al-
leges violations by the U.S. government
and its officials of:

* The Conventional Arms Transfer Pol-
icy, which prohibits U.S. weapons trans-
fers when it’s likely they will be used by
Israel to commit genocide; crimes against
humanity; and grave breaches of the Ge-
neva Conventions, including attacks in-
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Veterans For Peace delegatlon atthe U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv. Photo EIIen Dawdson

tentionally directed against civilian ob-
jects or civilians protected or other serious
violations of international humanitarian
or human rights law, including serious
acts of gender-based violence or serious
acts of violence against children. Dozens
of authoritative complaints and referrals
made by hospital administrators in Gaza,
as well as by Amnesty International, Hu-
man Rights Watch, Palestine Authority,
South Africa, Turkey, Medicins san Fron-
tieres, UNRWA, UNICEF, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council and the World Food
Programme, have confirmed that there is
an ongoing human rights and humanitar-
ian disaster due to Israel’s cutoff of water
and electricity, deliberate destruction of
sewage infrastructure and delaying of aid
shipments by Israeli forces.

* The Foreign Assistance Act, which

forbids the provision of assistance to a
government which “engages in a consis-
tent pattern of gross violations of interna-
tionally recognized human rights.”

* Arms Export Control Act, which
says countries that receive U.S. military
aid can only use weapons for legitimate
self-defense and internal security. Israel’s
genocidal campaign in Gaza goes way be-
yond self-defense and internal security.

¢ The U.S. War Crimes Act, which for-
bids grave breaches of the Geneva Con-
ventions, including perpetrated by the Is-
raeli Occupying Forces.

* The Leahy Law, which prohibits the
U.S. Government from using funds for
assistance to units of foreign security
forces where there is credible information
implicating that unit in the commission of
gross violations of human rights.

e The Genocide Convention Imple-

mentation Act, which was enacted to im-
plement U.S. obligations under the Geno-
cide Convention, provides for criminal
penalties for individuals who commit or
incite others to commit genocide.

Human rights attorney, Terry Lodge,
who drafted the VFP letter, pointed out
what he called “The State Department’s
double standard to determine war crim-
inality,” citing a December 6, 2023, de-
termination by Secretary Blinken, “that
the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) of Sudan
had ‘committed crimes against humanity
and ethnic cleansing.’ As horrible as the
crimes of the RSF may be, they pale com-
pared to what Israel is doing in Gaza.”

Veterans For Peace has over 100
chapters in the U.S. and since 1985 has
exposed the true costs of war and mili-
tarism. Its goal is to abolish war as an
instrument of national policy.

Israeli Nukes

.. continued from previous page
Moscow—are within range of Israeli nu-
clear bombs should the rogue Netanyahu
regime decide to use them.

Israel’s provocative approach to foreign
relations before and since commencing
the genocidal invasion of Gaza certainly
suggests that nuclear weapons might be
used against real or imagined existen-
tial threats to Israel. In May 2023, Prime
Minister Netanyahu assessed that “95%
of Israel’s security problems come from
Iran” and then in September, he insisted
at the United Nations that “[A]bove all,
Iran must face a credible nuclear threat.”
The current Israeli government, widely
deemed to be the most politically reac-
tionary in Israel’s history, has uttered
more than 500 incitements to genocide
against Palestinians, including use of nu-
clear weapons in Gaza.

Compounding this bleak picture, Israel
has been set back militarily by its inva-

sion and is having difficulties achieving
military objectives such as destruction
of Hamas and dominance over Leba-
non’s Hezbollah military. Israel’s geno-
cidal assault on Gaza is stressing the
decades-long Iran-Israel shadow war. Is-
rael’s repeated conventional bombings of
its neighbors threaten to provoke war be-
yond the genocide. After repeated Israeli
airstrikes on Syria, Russia on January 18,
2024 deployed warplanes to patrol the
border to deter Israeli attacks, and has re-
occupied two previously vacated outposts
built to monitor violations of the demilita-
rized zone between Syria and the Israeli-
occupied Golan Heights. The U.S. has
been drawn into attacking the Houthis
in Yemen and in effect is protecting Is-
rael’s genocidal campaign. The genocide
is pushing Iran to move closer to devel-
opment of nuclear weapons which will
likely lead Saudi Arabia to follow suit.
Given significant, recently-compiled in-
formation about the illegal and highly con-
troversial Israeli nuclear weapons arsenal
in the Atomic Scientists’ own archives,

one wonders whether their nonmention of
Israel’s menacing nuclear capabilities was
intentional. This failure to properly frame
the fragile, growing Middle East crisis un-
dermines the Doomsday Clock’s 76 years
of objective warning.

Israel has an outsized arsenal, routinely
considers nuclear war to be a policy option,
and is headed by an incompetent and ma-
lign government causing a spiraling crisis
of global dimensions. Humanity is much
closer to the brink of using nuclear weapons
than at any time since 1947, and certainly is
inside of 90 seconds to midnight. Israel is
sabre-rattling its arsenal. This is not the mo-
ment for the Doomsday Clock to stop tell-
ing the world exactly what time it is.

Toledo lawyer Terry Lodge specializes
in environmental and energy issues and
has been active in the peace movement
for many years, defending people ar-
rested for resisting wars. He was the 2018
recipient of the Johnsrud Unsung Heroes
Award presented by the Alliance for Nu-
clear Accountability. He can be contacted
at lodgelaw@yahoo.com
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‘In the War of Propaganda, It ls
Difficult To Defeat the United States’

By Caitlin Johnstone

Tucker Carlson’s recent interview

with Vladimir Putin came after
Putin implied that NATO powers were
behind the 2022 bombing of the Nord
Stream pipeline. Carlson responded by
asking why Putin wouldn’t present evi-
dence of this to the world, so as to “win a
propaganda victory.”

“In the war of propaganda it is very dif-
ficult to defeat the United States because
the United States controls all the world’s
media and many European media,” Pu-
tin replied, adding, “The ultimate benefi-
ciary of the biggest European media are
American financial institutions.”

I don’t know about the specific nature
of his Nord Stream insinuations, but Pu-
tin is definitely correct about the strength
of the American propaganda machine. Of
all the fronts one could possibly choose
to challenge the United States on, propa-
ganda is surely the least favorable. The
U.S. empire has by far the most sophis-
ticated and effective propaganda machine
ever to have existed, operating with such
complexity that most people don’t even
know it exists.

In a “fact-checking” article titled “5
lies and 1 truth from Putin’s interview
with Tucker Carlson”, Politico Europe la-
bels the above claim a lie on the basis that

One under-appreciated moment from

Disney’s World War Il Propaganda.

government-funded media op under the
umbrella of the U.S. propaganda services
umbrella USAGM.

I really couldn’t have come up with a
more perfect illustration of what I’'m talk-
ing about here than the U.S. government
and its European lackeys running a com-
plex and elaborate project to further slant
European media against the Russian Fed-

N
The invisibility of U.S. propaganda is further aided

by the subtle methods by which it is administered,

which we’ve seen exemplified beautifully in the

coverage of Israel’s ongoing U.S.-backed mass

atrocity in Gaza.
N

Russia has state-run media whereas U.S.
media is privately owned.

“The biggest news media companies
are privately owned and operate without
direct government control, in contrast to
the state-controlled media landscape in
Russia,” writes Politico’s Sergey Goryas-
hko. “Russian state TV and the primary
news agencies there are the property of
the government, and the Kremlin controls
other media or destroys those not willing
to collaborate.”

At the bottom of the article is a line
which reads as follows: “Sergey Gory-
ashko is hosted at POLITICO under the
EU-funded EU4FreeMedia residency pro-
gram.”

EU4FreeMedia is a European Union
narrative management operation set up to
help integrate “Russian journalists in ex-
ile” into leading European publications,
ie to provide maximum media amplifica-
tion to Russian expats who have a bone
to pick with the current government in
Moscow. It is run with participation from
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, a U.S.

eration, which then manifests as a Polit-
ico article calling Putin a liar and claim-
ing propaganda does not exist in the west.

There’s an old joke that goes like this:

A Soviet and an American are on an
airplane seated next to each other.

“Why are you flying to the U.S.?” asks
the American.

“To study American propaganda,”’ re-
plies the Soviet.

“What American propaganda?” asks
the American.

“Exactly,” the Soviet replies.

In reality the nature of the U.S.-
centralized empire allows it to run a mas-
sive, nonstop international propaganda
campaign through mass media platforms
which are mostly privately owned. A di-
verse network of factors feeds into this
dynamic which I've detailed in my un-
usually lengthy article “15 Reasons Why
Mass Media Employees Act Like Propa-
gandists”, but the gist of it is that anyone
who’s wealthy enough to control a mass
media platform is going to have a vested
interest in preserving the status quo upon

which their wealth is premised, and they
will cooperate with establishment power
structures in various ways toward that end.

The fact that these mass media outlets
look independent but function as propa-
ganda organs for the U.S. empire allows
its propaganda to fly into people’s minds
without triggering any gag reflex of criti-
cal thinking or skepticism, which wouldn’t
be the case if people knew those outlets
were feeding them propaganda. Propa-
ganda only really has persuasive power if
you don’t know it’s happening to you.

The invisibility of U.S. propaganda is
further aided by the subtle methods by
which it is administered, which we’ve
seen exemplified beautifully in the cover-
age of Israel’s ongoing U.S.-backed mass
atrocity in Gaza.

In an article titled “Coverage of Gaza
War in the New York Times and Other
Major Newspapers Heavily Favored Is-
rael, Analysis Shows,” The Intercept re-
ports that a review of 1,000 articles from
the New York Times, the Washington
Post, and the Los Angeles Times about
Israel’s war on Gaza found that the out-
lets consistently used word choices which

son and Othman Ali report. “The term
‘slaughter’ was used by editors and re-
porters to describe the killing of Israelis
versus Palestinians 60 to 1, and ‘massa-
cre’ was used to describe the killing of Is-
raelis versus Palestinians 125 to 2. ‘Hor-
rific’ was used to describe the killing of
Israelis versus Palestinians 36 to 4.”

This is the sort of manipulation that
a casual news consumer wouldn’t no-
tice. Unless you’re on alert for bias and
are keeping track of what words are and
aren’t being used where, you’re probably
not going to notice the absence of emo-
tionally-charged words when reporting
on Palestinians who are killed by Israelis.

This type of slant shows up in all sorts
of ways, like today’s headlines about the
IDF killing a six year-old Palestinian girl
named Hind Rajab along with her family.
Reliable propaganda organs of the em-
pire like CNN, The New York Times and
the BBC have respectively gone with the
headlines “Five-year-old Palestinian girl
found dead after being trapped in car un-
der Israeli fire”, “Missing 6-Year-Old and
Rescue Team Found Dead in Gaza, Aid
Group Says,” and “Hind Rajab, 6, found
dead in Gaza days after phone calls for
help”. In contrast, Al Jazeera reports on
the same story with the headline “Body
of 6-year-old killed in ‘deliberate’ Israeli
fire found after 12 days,” and Middle East
Eye goes with “Hind Rajab: Palestinian
girl found dead after being trapped under
Israeli fire for days”.

It’s easy to spot the difference when
they’re placed next to each other like I
just did, but unless you’re really watch-
ing out for it and have a good background
on what’s going on here you’re likely to
miss what’s happening. If you’re like
most people and don’t read past the head-
line, you’d never know from the imperial
media headlines that the child was killed
by Israel, and you’d certainly never know
about her terrified phone call for help
while trapped by IDF fire and surrounded
by the bodies of her dead relatives. If you
look to the legacy media and its algorith-
mically-boosted online iterations for in-
formation about the world, you went one
more day with a distorted perspective of
what’s happening in Gaza.

The western press constantly write head-
lines like this when trying to minimize the
impact of someone’s death at the hands of
a party they sympathize with, particularly
with regard to Palestinians. Last month the

N
Unless you're on alert for bias and are keeping track

of what words are and aren’t being used where,

you're probably not going to notice the absence

of emotionally charged words when reporting on

Palestinians who are killed by Israelis.
N

served Israeli information interests.
“Highly emotive terms for the killing
of civilians like ‘slaughter,” ‘massacre,’
and ‘horrific’ were reserved almost ex-
clusively for Israelis who were killed by
Palestinians, rather than the other way
around,” The Intercept’s Adam John-

BBC published an article titled “Record
number of civilians hurt by explosives in
20237, as though they were mishandling
fireworks or something instead of being
actively killed by Israeli bombs. The BBC
later revised their atrocious headline, but

continued on next page ...
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Propaganda War

... continued from previous page
revised it in the opposite direction, replac-
ing “Record number” with “High number”
to further minimize the impact.

Contrast this with the BBC’s headlines
when it’s reporting on Ukrainians killed
by Russian airstrikes. Here’s a recent one
titled “Ukraine war: Russian air strikes
claim five lives in Kyiv and Mykolaiv”,
and another titled “Ukraine war: Baby
killed in Russian strike on Kharkiv hotel”.

Got it? In Ukraine people die from
bombs because Russia launched Russian
airstrikes and killed them very Russianly,
whereas in Gaza people get hurt by explo-
sions because they got too close to some

type of explosive material.

Last week The Washington Post ran an
opinion piece titled “Is America complicit
in Israel’s bloody war in Gaza?”, which
is already a ridiculously skewed head-
line because the answer is self-evidently
yes—implying that there’s any question of
this skews things in America’s favor. But
even this was too much for the Post’s edi-
tors, who re-titled the piece “Has the Israel-
Gaza war changed your feelings about be-
ing American?” to keep Americans from
thinking too hard about Israel’s bloody war
in Gaza and their country’s complicity in it.

In a Wednesday article titled “Biden
Tries Again With Arab Americans in
Michigan”, New York Times editorial
board member Farah Stockman wrote the
absolutely insane line “The Oct. 7 Hamas

attack on Israel seems to be affecting
Biden’s election prospects.” And then The
New York Times actually printed it.

Read that line again. She’s saying Arab
Americans are rejecting Biden because of
the October 7 Hamas attack, which is of
course absurd; they’re rejecting Biden be-
cause he’s backing a genocide in Gaza. She
wrote this nonsensical line because in the
New York Times you can’t say things like
“Israel’s genocide in Gaza” or “the presi-
dent’s facilitation of crimes against human-
ity”, and you won’t be hired if you're the
sort of person who’d be inclined to. Instead
we’re pretending that for some inexplicable
reason Arab Americans are just hopping
mad at Biden because October 7 happened.

But again, these little manipulations fly
under the radar if you’re not on the look-

out for them. Such is the brilliance of the
U.S. empire’s invisible propaganda ma-
chine. That’s why it’s very difficult to
win a propaganda war against the United
States, that’s why westerners have been
so successfully manipulated into accept-
ing a status quo of endless war, ecocide,
injustice and exploitation, and that’s why
the world looks the way it looks right now.
Caitlin Johnstone is a 100% crowd-
funded rogue journalist, bogan socialist,
anarcho-psychonaut, guerrilla poet and
utopia prepper living in Australia with her
American husband and two kids. She writes
about politics, economics, media, feminism
and the nature of consciousness. She is the
author of the illustrated poetry book Woke:
A Field Guide For Utopia Preppers. Her
website is caityjohnstone.medium.com/.

by Jenny Pacanowski

Homeless woman
homelessness.

Seriously, nowhere is safe.
few winks

my functional ruck sack pillow.

| awake to the same day,
replaying,

me.
cop

for sleeping on the street near Macy's.

NO REST.

emptiness.

Sleep came quick after the exhausting

| Keep Moving

Veteran women comprise the fastest-growing
segment of the population of veterans experiencing

The grate’s warmth gave enough comfort to capture a
All my belongings lay underneath my head,

No one can steal it without awakening me.

My sleeping bag wraps around me like a cocoon
without the luxury of a beautiful transformation.

as time passes without any effort or contribution from

| lowered my guard just long enough to get kicked by a

| keep moving, my bruised ribs slowing me slightly.
Itis a bitter reminder that | am surrounded by

I long for the days when my buddies had my back.

| would lie on top of my sleeping bag
Surrounded by guns and the soldiers who knew how to
use them.

Life was simple, dare | say, easy.

Or at least predictable

You followed orders.

You did your job.

You were in danger

You were protected.

You lived or died.

You could rely on the fact that there was NO GRAY.

We kept moving.

Like | do now,

Sitting in the middle of the Iraq desert with a disabled
vehicle was like

waiting for the vultures to pick your eyes out

while you were still bleeding, immobilized by injury

And death was imminent yet lingering.

So, | still keep moving.

No one needs to see me,

It only hurts them,

Blaming themselves for my actions that
Their good intentions have no control over.

| don’t care.
| don't want to be saved.

yet purpose driven days convoying on the roads of Irag.

| don’t deserve it.

| hate the daylight.

People stare and scoff, “get a job”, “lazy”, “bum”

Avoiding eye contact because

| am a reality that could afflict anyone

I’'m an uncomfortable reminder of fear.

Of loss

| keep moving throughout the tourist spots,

watching for the school buses from out of state.

Hoping,

| am the first nomadic traveler they have ever seen and
their offerings flow into my hat.

Those careless eaters with nice coats and fancy
sneakers,

Always leave warm french fries and half consumed
burgers in their Mickie-D bags.

Sometimes the conscientious, bleeding hearts want to
bargain with my freedom of choice.

“Don’t buy alcohol or drugs with my money”

“0K”

As the 40 ounces of liquid flow down my throat,

Reality drifts away into the soft fuzzy glow of the street
lamp.

No one truly sees me as the sun dwindles on the
horizon.

There is enough sobriety in that thought for anyone.

| escape from the gawking onlookers

by finding solace among the statues at the edge of the
park.

My buzz is wearing off as my feet begin to throb.

My combat boots have served me well.

They have endured the brunt of my searching.

Once upon a time,

Me and my boots had

Missions to Complete

Tasks to perform

Winning hearts and minds

Fearing our departure

Awaiting our arrival

Honoring our return

Now | place one foot in front of the other

to the pace of my beating heart along a blank map.

Jenny Pacanowski is the founder and director

of Women Veterans Empowered & Thriving:
womenveteransempowered.org, a reintegration
program that utilizes writing and performance to
empower the veteran’s experiences and facilitate skills
to thrive in daily life. She is a poet/combat veteran, a
public speaker and a playwright. While deployed to

Irag in 2004, Jenny was a combat medic and provided
medical support for convoys with the Marines, Air Force
and the Army.
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By Pat Elder

oshua Frank’s article, Making Gaza

Unlivable ought to be read by every-

one. Frank is the managing editor of
CounterPunch. He describes the collaps-
ing infrastructure and dire circumstances
of Gaza in this January 12 story:

“Like the Allied forces of World War
II, Israel is killing indiscriminately. Of
the 29,000 air-to-surface munitions fired,
40% have been unguided bombs dropped
on crowded residential areas. The U.N. es-
timates that, as of late December, 70% of
all schools in Gaza, many of which served
as shelters for Palestinians fleeing Israel’s
onslaught, had been severely damaged.
Hundreds of mosques and churches have
also been struck and 70% of Gaza’s 36
hospitals have been hit and are no longer
functioning. According to HRW, Israel is
using a lack of food and drinking water as
a tool of warfare.”

We’ll examine the deadly contami-
nation that accompanies the Israeli on-
slaught, starting with Aljazeera’s cover-
age.

Aljazeera reports: “Thousands upon
thousands of Israeli and western-sup-
plied bombs dropped on Gaza bring not
just death but a toxic legacy from explo-
sive chemicals, dust, and debris from de-
stroyed buildings that pollute the air and
the ground. Israel’s military offensive
in Gaza is leaving a new layer of toxic
chemicals in Gaza’s soil, adding to those
left behind from many wars it has waged
before.”

Nada Majdalani the Palestinian direc-
tor of EcoPeace Middle East described
the situation: “We are at the verge of an
environmental catastrophe in terms of
the spread of diseases and the accumula-
tion of corpses in the streets. This makes
Gaza susceptible to pandemic diseases.
. . .We are seeing collective amounts of
threats to the environment and to the pub-
lic health. The Israelis are utilizing chem-
ical weapons like white phosphorus. This
is affecting the air pollution. The residue
from white phosphorus bombs is now in
the atmosphere. With the rainy season we
expect that these residues will precipitate
with the rain. Unfortunately, many people
are now utilizing rainwater for drinking.
People are also drinking untreated, salty
water. This is dangerous for people with
kidney and liver diseases. There is a dan-
ger of parasitic infections, hepatitis, and
chicken pox.”According to Nada, 97% of
Gaza’s aquifer was unfit for human con-
sumption before the war. Now, she says
there are tremendous problems regard-
ing solid waste and wastewater due to
the shortage of fuels necessary to operate
treatment plants. Consequently, untreated
sewage is entering the Gaza Sea and is
draining into the streets.

There are reports that the Israeli mili-
tary is pumping fuel and seawater into the
tunnels throughout Gaza, a death blow to
the drinking water aquifer.

Heavy metals like lead, zinc, chro-
mium, copper, platinum, titanium, cad-
mium, nickel, and vanadium may be
coursing through the streets and flush-
ing into the sea, along with PFAS and
phosphorus. Wastewater treatment fa-
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- Poisoning Gaza

Smoke rises above the Gaza Strip after a white phosphorus attack by Israel on

Oct. 11, 2023. This was the first full day of Israeli atrocities when many Gazans
were burned alive. Photo: Ali Jadallah/Anadolu

cilities everywhere on earth are conduits
for chemical contamination even when
they’re working properly.

According to AP News, blast fragments
found on-site show that the vast major-
ity of bombs dropped on Gaza are U.S.-
made. The weapons include 2,000-pound
“bunker-busters” that have killed thou-
sands in densely populated areas.

The JDAM bombs include precision-
guided 1,000 and 2,000-pound “bunker-
busters.”

“It turns earth to liquid,” said Marc
Garlasco, a former Pentagon defense offi-
cial and a war crimes investigator for the
U.N. “It pancakes entire buildings.”

Washington has donated 100 BLU-109
bombs to Israel that are meant to pene-
trate hardened structures before explod-
ing, the report said.

The 2,000-pound BLU-109 bomb was
specifically designed to kill civilians by
penetrating hardened targets below the
ground where families may be taking
cover. A delayed-action fuse detonates
the 550 pounds of high explosive tritonal,
ensuring complete destruction of the lo-
cation.

Tritonal

Tritonal is made up mostly of 2,4,6-trin-
itrotoluene, known as TNT. It accounts
for a large portion of the explosives-re-
lated contamination in Gaza. TNT pres-
ents various health and environmental
concerns. Potential symptoms of expo-
sure may include irritation of the skin and
mucous membrane, liver damage, jaun-
dice, cyanosis, peripheral neuropathy,
muscle pain, kidney damage, cataract,
dermatitis, leukocytosis, anemia and car-
diac irregularities. (NIOSH 2016)

The most likely routes of exposure to
TNT are from drinking contaminated
water or skin contact with contaminated
surface water or soil. Potential exposure
to TNT also occurs through inhalation,
or by eating crops grown in contaminated
soil (ATSDR 1995) The European Chemi-
cals Agency, ECHA says this substance
may cause cancer, is suspected of dam-
aging fertility or the unborn child, and is
suspected of causing genetic defects.

General Dynamics has made fantastic

profits peddling this deathly substance.
The company employs more than 100,000
people worldwide and generated $42.3
Billion in revenue in 2023, more than the
annual gross national income of most na-
tions on earth. (115 nations.)

A kind of false circular reasoning holds
that manufacturing weapons for use in Is-
rael by Boeing, General Dynamics, Lock-
heed Martin and others is good for the
American economy. Actually, the weap-
ons are provided to Israel at U.S taxpayer
expense while the product of the muni-
tions adds nothing of positive value, like
building hospitals or rebuilding crum-
bling infrastructure in the U.S. or Gaza.

Gabriel Black with the World Socialist
Website has compiled an excellent survey
of the weapons the United States provides
to Israel. Data from Reuters, the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies, and
Al Jazeera suggests this fleet consists of:

e F-35s manufactured by Lockheed
Martin

* F-16s by General Dynamics and
Lockheed,

* F-15s made by McDonnell Douglas /
Boeing.

These warplanes are equipped with
bombs, missiles, and guidance kits largely
manufactured in the United States.

According to Al Jazeera, Israel has
dropped 25,000 tons of ammunition—
about double the power of the atomic
bomb dropped by the United States on
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Raw sewage is flooding the streets and polluting the sea in Gaza

Hiroshima in World War I1.

The explosive charge in many conven-
tional bombs often consists of RDX. Ga-
zans may be exposed if they breathe RDX
fumes from explosions. People may also
be exposed to RDX by drinking contami-
nated water or by touching contaminated
soil. RDX is associated with Liver Injury,
Edema, Anemia, Hemosiderosis and Spi-
nal Diseases

Joint Direct Attack Munition

The Joint Direct Attack Munition
(JDAM) is an add-on kit that turns
“dumb” bombs into “smart” ones. All of
the world’s JDAMS are made by Boeing
in a single factory in St. Louis, Missouri.

More than 1,100 General Dynamics
workers in Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsyl-
vania supply weapons to Israel. Many of
the factories producing weapons are or-
ganized under the United Auto Workers
(UAW) or the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace Workers
(IAM). It is reminiscent of the 1965 Phil
Ochs song, I ain’t marching anymore:

Now the labor leader’s screamin’

When they close the missile plants.

Call it peace or call it treason

Call it love or call it reason

But I ain’t marching anymore

The people of Gaza must do what they
can to avoid breathing the smoke from
bombs dropped by the Israelis. When
modern apartment buildings are engulfed
in flame they emit poisonous gases. This
figure captures the science of deadly
smoke inhalation.

The chemicals here are found in the
smoke from the bombing of an apartment
building.

Burning a massive apartment building
may generate many thousands of toxic
chemicals and gases while modern sci-
ence hasn’t been able to keep up with
the adverse health effects that may result
from each.

Imagine all the materials that go up
in flames. These likely include plastics,
foams, textiles, carpets, human and ani-
mal corpses, wood products (treated lum-
ber, plywood, flooring), asbestos, lead,
paint, synthetic fabrics, electronics, fur-
niture, household chemicals, etc.

Asbestos is particularly concerning.

Respiratory ailments, cardiac hazards,

continued on next page ...
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Poisoning Gaza

.. continued from previous page

and cancers connected with exposures to
an environment affected by these fires are
far greater than those a generation ago,
mainly because the chemical composi-
tions used today to manufacture products
and weapons have changed dramatically.
The alarming number of cancers among
veterans (and their dependents) exposed
to deadly chemicals on American mili-
tary bases tells the story. The American
and Israeli governments and their militar-
ies are criminal enterprises.

White Phosphorus

Although Syria has long complained
of Israel’s use of Napalm, we don’t have
evidence of its use in Gaza, although we
know the Israelis are using White Phos-
phorus, another frightening incendiary
weapon. It is extremely toxic to humans.

Gazans are exposed to white phospho-
rus by breathing in air that contains the
chemical or by swallowing water or food
contaminated with it. White Phospho-
rus is a chemical made from phosphate
rocks. Manufacturers use white phospho-
rus to make products like bombs, com-
puter chips and rat poison. It’s a brave
new world.

White phosphorus bombs can cause in-

juries that are more serious and harder
to treat than injuries from conventional
bombs. White phosphorus causes very
painful burns. People have reported see-
ing smoke coming from their injury as
the white phosphorus continues to burn in
their skin. It’s evil. Because white phos-
phorus dissolves easily in fat, it is ab-
sorbed through the skin and into the body,
where it can cause damage to the kidneys.
liver, and heart.

As Nada Majdalani explained, Gaza
is entering its rainy season. Rainwa-
ter washout of bomb sites contaminates
nearby waterways, their sediment, and
the aquatic life people consume.

Israel has a history of spraying heavy
doses of pesticides along the buffer zones
with Gaza to deprive potential ‘terror ele-
ments’ of cover, but farmers in Gaza say
their crops and livelihoods are damaged.

We saw Israel’s lax enforcement regard-
ing PFAS and brominated fire retardants,
so it is not surprising that the nation is
swimming in pesticides. Environmental
and Health agencies designed to protect
public health are instead subservient to
the corporate national security state.

The use of pesticides and insecticides
in Israeli agriculture is among the highest
in the world, another factoid for the BDS
folks. The most contaminated fruits and
vegetables are: apples, leafy vegetables,
wheat, barley, strawberries and grapes.

It’s not surprising that Israel also has

among the highest rates of non-Hodgkin
lymphoma in the world. Israeli children
are widely exposed to organophosphate
pesticides.

There aren’t any grownups in the Israeli
room. We are witnessing the maturing
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the plague.”

Pat Elder was a co-founder of the DC
Antiwar Network and a long-time member
of the Steering Committee of the National
Network Opposing the Militarization of
Youth. He is an investigative journalist
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November 2023: Anti-militarist youth organizers blocked all entrances to Boeing
manufacturing plant 598 near St. Louis, Missouri.

of a rabid fascist state. Israel is leading
the way to a new world order! Address-
ing the rise of the far-right in America,
Noam Chomsky explains, “The ground is
well prepared for the rise of neofascism to
fill the void left by unremitting class war
and capitulation of the mainstream politi-
cal institutions that might have combatted

with Civilian Exposure, an organization
based in Camp Lejeune, NC that tracks
how the military poisons people around
the world. Pat’s focus is on document-
ing contamination caused by the U.S.
military’s use of per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) in routine fire-fighting
drills. pat.elder@civilianexposure.org

Dead and Divine and Brother of All

By Matthew Hoh

t some point during this genocide in
AGaza, the closing lines from Walt
Whitman’s American Civil War
poem A Sight in Camp in Daybreak Gray
and Dim began to haunt me daily as I took
in the photos and videos I wished I had
never seen.
Man or woman, or boy or girl, an im-
possible number of faces, all suffused

I—
A lone Palestinian
Jew was crucified
in Jerusalem by an
occupying power 2000
years ago and a six-year-
old Palestinian Muslim
boy was starved to death
by an occupying power

yesterday in Gaza City
E—

with horror and sorrow, and longing and
suffering, Whitman’s words are with me:

Young man I think I know you—I think
this face is the face of the Christ himself,

Dead and divine and brother of all, and
here again he lies.

And here again he lies, Whitman says.
The unendingness of it, not only in the
numbers and scale but also in its timeless-

ness, its eternity, and its humanity and di-
vinity.

But, if in their death and destruction, in
their torment and terror, I see divinity, am
haunted by it, then what is in those who
murder, defile and desolate, including those
who supply and support the genocide?

I purposefully have avoided using the
words good and evil in the 15 years I have
spoken publicly about war and peace. Per-
haps it seems odd and incongruent, yet I
have found not much use for those words.
These last months have changed that per-
ception, and as I recognize those killed in
Gaza as martyrs, I class not especially as

evil those who are carrying out the bomb-
ing and starving. It is those who lie and
cover for the murderers, those who allow
and profit from this genocide, that I call
evil.

I was present at the UN. Security
Council last week as the United States in-
troduced a ceasefire resolution that per-
mitted the Israelis to continue to kill un-
der the banner of humanitarianism. It is
in these lies I see the greatest inhumanity:
a willingness to enable an ethnic cleans-
ing while calling it something else. Em-
powering and equipping a genocide and
stating the weapons and munitions are

for self-defense... starvation, something
that can’t be helped. I see those men and
women who sit at that table in Manhattan
and those behind the podiums in Wash-
ington, DC, and I know them as evil.

It is Good Friday today, the evening.
Whitman’s words carry a harder and
deeper resonance. However, I do not wish
on this most holy of days to feign a belief
I do not have, although it is one I aspire to.
I do not believe in the risen Christ. Maybe
someday [ will, I would greet Him eagerly.

While I don’t recognize divinity as from
resurrection, I realize and comprehend it
in the martyrs of our shared human his-
tory. A lone Palestinian Jew was crucified
in Jerusalem by an occupying power 2000
years ago and a six-year-old Palestinian
Muslim boy was starved to death by an
occupying power yesterday in Gaza City.
Their deaths, the cost of opposition to Em-
pire, and their betrayals, for the same rea-
sons of money and power, are as human as
any condition. Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?
Their martyrdoms haunt our species just
as Whitman’s words haunt my impossible
prayers for their relief.

Again, they lie. In their faces I see the
same death, the same divinity, and I know
them. They are my brothers.

Matthew Hoh is a member of the ad-
visory boards of Expose Facts, Veter-
ans For Peace and World Beyond War.
In 2009 he resigned his position with the
State Department in Afghanistan in pro-
test of the escalation of the Afghan War by
the Obama Administration. He previously
had been in Iraq with a State Department
team and with the U.S. Marines. He is a
Senior Fellow with the Center for Inter-
national Policy.
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Rethinking
the War In
Ukraine

By Arnold Oliver

passed we have an opportunity to assess the devel-

oping conflict and offer suggestions. Here we will
argue for more diplomacy and less war. None of this es-
say should be construed as support for Russian behav-
ior—which has been abysmal. And at the end, there will
be a bonus history lesson from European Member of
Parliament Clare Daly.

Back in the 1960’s President John F. Kennedy acquired
some hard-won experience in managing crises and deal-
ing with the USSR (now the Russian Federation) in a
nuclear armed world. Two well-known observations he
made at that time are relevant now. First, at his inaugural
address in 1961 he declared, “Let us never negotiate out
of fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.”

Although Kennedy’s words seem reasonable, the fact is
that the United States has repeatedly refused to negotiate
with the Russian Federation about the crisis in Ukraine,
starting even before the Russian invasion in early 2022..
Beyond that, the United States exerted its influence to help
halt talks between Ukraine and Russia in March of 2022,
shortly after the Russian invasion. At that time the Ukrai-
nian position was much stronger, having just thrown the
Russians back from the gates of Kiev. The United States
again refused to engage in talks as recently as February
of 2024. This U.S. rejection of diplomacy may not be out
of fear, but is unhelpful to the cause of peace.

In the past, the United States has engaged in high level
negotiations even while fighting was ongoing. We know
that during both the War of 1812 and the Vietnam War,
and in Afghanistan as well, high level talks between the
warring parties took place while military action contin-
ued. No one in Washington seems interested in doing
anything similar now, even during an expanding crisis
with a nuclear armed Russia.

A second quote from Kennedy, equally relevant, came
only months after the Cuban Missile Crisis in October of
1962. JFK declared that the United States sought to, “avert
those confrontations which bring an adversary to a choice
of either a humiliating defeat or nuclear war.” It seems to
some of us that U.S. foreign policy makers have forgotten
that message with respect to the Ukraine-Russia conflict.

Policy makers in Washington and NATO seem confi-

Now that the Ukrainian military aid bill has been

In OCtober of 1962. JF K declared that the Umted States sought to,

“avert those confrontations which bring an adversary to a choice of

etther a humiliating defeat or nuclear war.”
o

dent that they can tiptoe along the line of nuclear war with
little risk. That is a confidence that some of us do not share
given what we know about how nations stumble into war,
and how those wars sometimes spiral out of control.

For many months the conflict has steadily escalated,
with both sides now striking energy and other infra-
structure well behind the front lines. Just a few days ago
the United States announced that it was going to provide
Ukraine with long range missiles that can strike any-
where inside Ukrainian territory now occupied by Rus-
sia, and they have now done so. The new missiles are
supposedly not to be used for strikes against Russian ter-
ritory, but given the ongoing tit for tat cycle of attacks
now underway, one wonders how long the limits on the
use of the missiles will last. The next step for the Rus-
sians may be the use of hyper-sonic missiles which are
less vulnerable to air defenses. And if Russia faces the
prospect of losing, in the words of President Kennedy, a
“humiliating defeat”, nuclear weapons may well come
into the mix. How do we know this? It is because Rus-
sian leaders have said so. (In the past, the United States
has also rattled the nuclear sabre.)

Ukraine seems to be in a bad position. They are running
out of troops and having trouble enlisting new ones. Many
of the Ukrainian soldiers on the front lines have been there
for more than two years with hardly any breaks or respite.
That is not sustainable, and in fact it is remarkable that so
many Ukrainian troops have carried on the fight for so
long. Generally, combat units in the front lines with 90

days or more of continuous fighting have Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) rates approaching 100%. Thou-
sands of Russian soldiers are similarly stressed.

New aid from the United States is already arriving in
Ukraine, but it will be of limited use if Ukraine lacks
the soldiers to make use of it. Ukraine’s new conscrip-
tion law will not take effect until mid-May, but it will be
late summer before new recruits can be properly trained
in significant numbers to join the struggle. For Ukraine,
this is not good news. In addition, many potential mili-
tary recruits in both Ukraine and Russia seem reluctant
to enlist in the service of regimes riddled with corrup-
tion. Who can blame them?

Clare Daly, the feisty Irish member of the European
Parliament, has drawn a comparison to Ukraine’s diffi-
cult position now and that of the Irish republic in 1922.
Although the Irish at that time felt strongly that all of
Ireland should be part of the republic, they made the dif-
ficult decision to not fight the British over the six coun-
ties of the north at that time. But through diplomatic and
other means, the Irish still struggle for a unified Ireland.

It is unlikely that Ukraine will win this round, but like
the Irish they will doubtless pursue their national aspira-
tions into the future. Member of Parliament Daly wants a
halt to the war in Ukraine, and so do many of the rest of us.

Arnold Oliver is Professor Emeritus of Political Sci-
ence at Heidelberg University in Tiffin, Ohio. A Vietnam
veteran, he belongs to Veterans For Peace, and can be
reached at soliver@heidelberg.edu.

Guantanamo Art

.. continued from page 24
and amplifying our cries for justice. It’s my honor to
curate this exhibition. “Art from Guantdnamo” marks
a historic moment—a beacon of hope illuminating the
darkness of secrecy and isolation.

Each piece narrates a story of shattered dreams, stifled
aspirations, and voices yearning to be heard.

As visitors navigated the exhibition, they were con-
fronted with uncomfortable truths—the human conse-
quences of policies enacted in the name of national secu-
rity. The art became a call to action, urging a demand for
accountability and the upholding of fundamental prin-
ciples of human rights.

Among the collective voices, four names resonate with
enduring resilience—Khalid Qassim, Moath Al-Alwi ,Taw-
fiq Al-Bihani, and Ammar al-Baluchi. These artists, impris-
oned in Guantanamo for over two decades despite three of
them have been cleared for release, continue to defy injus-

tice through their art, their spirits unbroken by the passage
of time. Their art, bleeding from behind bars, epitomizes the
unwavering spirit of resilience in the face of injustice.

Among the attendees of the exhibition were Guanta-
namo lawyers Alka Pradhan and Navy Lieutenant Jenni-
fer Joseph, who represent several of the prisoners. Dur-
ing a panel discussion, Pradhan shed light on the legal
complexities surrounding Guantanamo, remarking, “It
is deeply moving to witness the resilience and humanity
of men who have endured unimaginable suffering. This
exhibition serves as a poignant reminder of the ongoing
crisis at Guantdnamo and underscores the urgent need
for global unity to put an end to this atrocity.”

Today, 30 individuals remain imprisoned in Guanta-
namo, 16 of whom have been cleared for release. How-
ever, despite efforts to address the situation, reports of
abuse in the prison persist. Last month, detainees in
Guantanamo went on a hunger strike to protest the mis-
treatment and abuse they endure, yet the U.S. govern-
ment continues to suppress such reports, denying jour-
nalists access to the prison for accurate reporting.

During her visit to Guantdnamo last year, the former
U.N. Special Rapporteur Fionnuala Ni Aoldin expressed
significant concerns regarding the treatment of prisoners.
Her report highlights alarming issues such as the ongo-
ing detention of individuals without trial, limited access
to healthcare, and the potential use of torture methods,
including prolonged periods of solitary confinement.
Additionally, she emphasized the absence of proper legal
procedures, drawing attention to the prolonged impris-
onment of individuals without formal trials.

Guantanamo symbolizes injustice, torture, and abuse of
power. It is where humanity and beauty are sentenced to
death. However, the “Art from Guantanamo” exhibit in
the European Parliament conveys a different message—
one of survival. Now that many of us have borne witness
to the men’s powerful stories, we must ensure that they are
never again silenced and in doing so, commit ourselves to
the pursuit of justice, dignity, and freedom for all.

Mansoor Adayfi, a Yemen national formerly impris-
oned—without charge or trial—at the U.S. offshore
prison in Guantanamo Bay, currently lives in Serbia.
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U.N. Speech

... continued from page 1
memory of Stanislav Petrov.

Eight years later, in 1991, the same year I graduated
high school, the Soviet flag came down at the Kremlin,
and the Cold War ended. Collectively, we had been given
the potential of a world no longer divided into two op-
posed nuclear-armed camps. The reality of that potential
proved short-lived, and now here we sit, no safer and ar-
guably at a greater risk of nuclear war than in 1983.

Looking back, that lost potential for a world that could
have been elicits a bitterness, part anger and part de-
spondency, that casts a grave and sorrowful shadow over
this institution.

In the past 30 years, the number of nuclear-armed na-
tions has grown. Arms treaties have been broken, in-
cluding unilaterally and without merit by my own coun-
try. Modernization of nuclear forces by all parties has
greatly increased the destructive capability of missile
and bomber fleets, so even though numbers and yields
of nuclear weapons have diminished, improved accuracy
has increased the destructive power of those fleets. There
are warheads designated as “usable” nuclear weapons.
Disturbingly, we have generals, diplomats and politi-
cians who believe such things exist.

The dissolution of arms control talks following the
abrogation of the treaties leaves us with nuclear-armed
powers that not only do not have the mechanisms to re-
start talks but also do not have the means to talk even
during a crisis. That speaks nothing of the lack of po-
litical will or the immense mistrust between the nuclear
powers.

I have been speaking of the nuclear weapons at the top
rung of the escalation ladder. Today;, it is the weapons be-
ing used in Ukraine that are leading us to that top rung,
which is an apocalyptic point of no return.

The U.S. and NATO strategy for the war in Ukraine
has been two-pronged: economic and military. Neither
has worked and neither will work. As the strategy has
failed, it has not been revisited, replaced or remanded,
but reinforced. Thus, we have seen a steady wave of es-
calation for two years.

The United States and its allies never considered diplo-
macy, a needed third prong, which should have been the
primary and dominant effort. Diplomacy was openly dis-
paraged and repudiated. This was appalling diplomatic
malpractice. And now, as a consequence, we sit here to-
day as the killing, the destruction and the suffering enter
their 26th month.

The reality in warfare is that whatever new technology
or tactic you introduce, your enemy will counter it and,
more often than not, does so in an escalatory manner, to
which you respond in kind. It is circular by nature but
also linear, hence the infamous escalation ladder. You
escalate or you de-escalate. There is no neutral or paral-
lel option.

Ukraine is no exception to this. Attack the Kerch
Bridge or blow up the Nord Stream pipeline, and Russia
attacks Ukrainian energy infrastructure and port facili-

ers to be provided to Ukraine. In recent weeks, multiple
NATO heads of state and their generals, most promi-
nently the French, have openly called for the deployment
of NATO combat units to Ukraine. The Russian response
has been to remind us of their nuclear capabilities.

This is an escalatory game for fools and madmen. We

tives here from Iraq, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and other
nations if you believe war ever comes to an end. I believe
the representative from Algeria can tell you what land-
mines do to a people and a land.

The escalatory trajectory of this war points to a risk
greater than anyone should be willing to accept. This in-

e
This is an escalatory game for fools and madmen. We are lucky we

have made it this far. The arguments for continuing this war reside in

the domain of those whom the American political scientist C. Wright

Mills labeled crackpot realists in the first decade of the Cold War.
.

are lucky we have made it this far. The arguments for
continuing this war reside in the domain of those whom
the American political scientist C. Wright Mills labeled
crackpot realists in the first decade of the Cold War. Yet
those crackpot realists had the good sense not to engage
in a war like Ukraine, and both sides had leaders like
Jack Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev, and Ronald Rea-
gan and Mikhail Gorbachev, men who had the courage
and integrity to negotiate.

I do not condone or support Russia’s invasion. Al-

though provoked, it is a preemptive war that violates in-
ternational law and is a strategic error. However, it must
be noted that Russia attempted negotiations in 2021,
2022 and 2023, efforts that may have prevented, con-
cluded or frozen this war if those diplomatic offers had
been responded to in kind.

This war is a brutal and unwinnable meatgrinder. The
toll is shocking and disgusting. It is a moral horror. Hun-
dreds of thousands of casualties and ten million refugees.
Incalculable environmental and infrastructure damage.

.
I have been speaking of the nuclear weapons at the top rung

of the escalation ladder. Today, it is the weapons being used in

Ukraine that are leading us to that top rung, which is

an apocalyptic point of no return.
-

ties. Send HIMARS rockets and Storm Shadow missiles
to Ukraine, and Russia introduces glide bombs and hy-
personic weapons.

On [March 18], President Putin announced a Russian
goal of buffer zones in Ukraine, presumably territory to
the west of the annexed oblasts that will be taken as a
response to the extended range munitions and F16 fight-

Eastern Ukraine is a land depopulated, devastated and
destroyed. Its fields and towns are saturated with mines
and unexploded ordnance, and the toxic residue of mod-
ern war poisons its air, land, and water. Generations of
unborn Ukrainians will pay for this war, either in land
made uninhabitable or through mothers who give birth to
dead, deformed and disabled babies. Ask the representa-

stitution must do everything in its power to preclude any
further escalation of this war and everything possible to
force a ceasefire and initiate a political process for a last-
ing peace. If a ban on the transfer of weapons and muni-
tions into this war is what is needed to force a ceasefire
and negotiations, then so it must be.

This Security Council must accept the responsibility
of this moment and act to end this existential peril we
face.

Finally, I wish to make a plea to abolish the U.N. Secu-

rity Council veto. Whatever justifications the veto may
have had, specious and self-serving as they often were,
the ongoing genocide in Gaza has forever nullified such
arguments. Claims made at this table that to protect ci-
vilian lives, ceasefire resolutions must be vetoed are as
Orwellian as the assertions made in Washington, DC,
and Tel Aviv that genocide is self-defense.

As the Palestinian people are being defiled and de-
stroyed, the United States for more than five months has
defied the world, providing diplomatic cover and unlim-
ited military assistance to Israel as it carries out its unholy
genocide in Palestine. In order for this institution to honor
its founding commitments and principles, the permanent
member veto must be abolished. Never again should a na-
tion be able to protect occupation, oppression, apartheid
and genocide.

Madam President, again, thank you for this opportu-
nity to address this body.

Matthew Hoh is a member of the advisory boards of
Expose Facts, Veterans For Peace and World BEYOND
War. In 2009 he resigned his position with the State De-
partment in Afghanistan in protest of the escalation of
the Afghanistan War by the Obama Administration. He
previously had been in Iraq with a State Department
team and with the U.S. Marines. He is a Senior Fellow
with the Center for International Policy.
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Art From Guantanamo
Shatters the Silence In
the Halls of Power

An evocative art exhibition at the E.U.
parliament, which ran from April 2 to
5, transcended the physical confines of
the military prison, offering a poignant
glimpse into the lives of those ensnared
within its walls.

By Mansoor Adayf

namo Bay to the heart of the Euro-

pean Parliament in Brussels, a pow-
erful exhibition titled “Guantanamo: Art
in Captivity” emerged, shattering the si-
lence that has long shrouded the infamous
U.S. military prison. The exhibit, which
relayed poignant stories from the men de-
tained, demonstrated the power of art to
bring to life the haunting images of the
pain and suffering they endured.

Attending and presenting at the ex-
hibit, I embraced my identity as detainee
441—a prisoner classified as the worst of
the worst, but who, against all odds, was
welcomed in the European Union parlia-
ment for the second time to tell a different
story of Guantdnamo—the men’s stories.
Our story.

Guantanamo is present for the second
time at the E.U. parliament; the first time
was last year where two Irish Members of
European Parliament (MEPs) Clare Daly
and Mick Wallace hosted a special confer-
ence about Guantanamo. The gathering’s
importance cannot be overstated, as it pro-
vided a platform for former prisoners, 9/11
family victims, former camp staff, the for-
mer United Nations special rapporteur to
Guantanamo, lawyers, activists, and advo-
cates to raise their voices against atrocities
committed in the name of justice.

At its core were firsthand accounts of
Guantanamo’s horrors. Former prison-
ers and military personnel, including
ex-Army captain and Muslim chaplain
James Yee, shared tales of detention, tor-

From the distant shores of Guanta-

ture, and resilience.

In the European Parliament, a resound-
ing message echoed: We won’t rest until
Guantanamo is closed and every individ-
ual’s rights are honored. This wasn’t just a
gathering; it symbolized the enduring hu-
man spirit’s commitment to justice. May
its impact inspire future generations to
fight for what’s right and just.

As voices filled the chamber, a collec-
tive call to action emerged. Attendees
were urged to confront Guantanamo’s re-
ality and demand accountability for its
crimes. Powerful testimonies highlighted
the plight of detainees and the need to
hold perpetrators accountable.

Art was always present at Guantanamo,
even in the opening days of 2002 when
the U.S. government sent its first prison-
ers to Camp X-Ray. Even when we were
isolated from the rest of the world and had
nothing in our cages, using apple stems
as pencils and Styrofoam cups and clam-
shells as our paper, we drew flowers.
Later, we used toilet paper, powdered tea,

brutality of detention and torture. Artistic
expression made us feel human in a place
that was designed to strip us of our dignity.

Before 2010, it was customary for art
to be integrated into interrogation ses-
sions within the chambers. Artwork pro-
duced during these sessions was routinely
confiscated, repurposed as evidence, and
classified accordingly. An illustrative ex-
ample is a painting by Suliman, created
during an interrogation session in 2007,
serving as proof to interrogators of his
artistic abilities. The painting bore mul-
tiple red stamps denoting its classification

1
Even when we were isolated from the rest of the

world and had nothing in our cages, using apple

stems as pencils and Styrofoam cups and clamshells

as our paper, we drew flowers.
O

and soap to draw and write poetry.

Of course, any form of artistic expres-
sion was always against the camp rules.
Camp administrators, guards, and interro-
gators routinely confiscated our work and
punished us. They punished us for sing-
ing and dancing, too. They feared that we,
the monsters they constructed us to be,
were sending each other secret messages,
instead of finding ways to cope with the

as “SECRET.” Suliman inscribed his full
name, the date, and signed it in Arabic.

In 2010, after former U.S. President
Barack Obama ordered a complete re-
view of Guantanamo, living conditions
improved. For the first time since open-
ing, we were allowed to attend art classes.
Of course, we weren’t free by any means
and in to attend these classes, we had to
endure humiliating searches, and there-
after were shackled and chained to desks
and chairs while in the classroom. Even
though we only had a few minutes in
class and the supplies were limited, these
classes provided us with a place where we
could express ourselves outside the con-
fines of a system that criminalized us and
treated us as irredeemable.

We could draw and paint the world
outside we missed most—the beautiful
blue sky, the sea, flowers, and nature. We
painted our pain, our fear, our hope, our
dreams. After eight years of indefinite and
arbitrary detention, we felt connected again
to our lost humanity. Each brushstroke col-
ored in a piece of who we once were.

During the Obama administration, we
were allowed to send our artwork to our
lawyers and families. The journey of art-
work out of Guantanamo was similar to
ours, and was not spared from the vio-
lence that is Guantanamo.

Each painting we created had to go

through a process of review and censor-
ship by multiple agencies and depart-
ments in order to leave the prison. Some
of our artwork disappeared, some was
redacted and silenced, and some made it
out of the military prison. Was that ship
a message? Was the art communicating
an imminent threat? Anything suspicious
lead to immediate disappearance (a death
sentence). If artworks survived the scru-
tiny of the censors, they were registered,
numbered, and stamped. But that didn’t
mean the artwork wouldn’t be confiscated
or taken later.

Like Guantanamo prisoners, some art
died at Guantdnamo. Some art is still held
there waiting to be released..

I was one of the prisoners who made it
out of Guantanamo—more fortunate than
many who continue to languish behind
bars. My journey to this point—stand-
ing in front of the E.U. parliament as a
free man without shackles, chains, and no
guards dragging me around for sport—
was long and arduous. While I stood in
my orange shirt looking at each painting
for the first time after I was released in
2016, the memories of the place that tor-
tured and detained me flashed through my
mind, tears blurring my vision as I recon-
nected with my paintings. It was not just
feelings of anguish however that filled my
memories, but resilience as well—the re-
silience that I knew then would get me
here now. “It’s nice to see you again my
sweethearts. I'm glad we made it in one
piece. I’ve missed you.”

These are all things I said to my paint-
ings, which could never be reduced to a
piece of paper but are testaments to our
struggle for survival amid unimaginable
cruelty.

This evocative exhibition, which ran
from April 2 to 5, transcended the physi-
cal confines of the military prison, of-
fering a poignant glimpse into the lives
of those ensnared within its walls. Each
stroke of the brush is a testament to the
artists’ resilience, a silent plea for justice.
Each painting is proof of survival, also an
act of resistance.

While the U.S. government suppressed
our voices by banning and threatening
to burn our artwork in 2017, courageous
MEPs like Stelios Kouloglou, Daly, Wal-
lace have breathed life into our creations,
challenging these oppressive measures

continued on page 23 ...

24 peaceandplanetnews.org Peace & Planet News Spring 2024



